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‘SILENCE IS NOT A STRATEGY' THINK TANK WARNS ON BREXIT
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Britain needs to begin explaining its Brexit strategy to avoid prolonged uncertainty for businesses 
and negotiating partners, a London-based think tank said today (29 September), warning that 
internal squabbling risked undermining the governments position.

Since taking office in July with a commitment to lead Britain out of the European Union, Prime 
Minister Theresa May has said little about what kind of deal she wants to strike with European 
partners on key issues like trade and immigration.

Silence is not a strategy, said Hannah White, a programme director at the Institute for Government 
think tank.

The current situation  ጀ where we are left to interpret personal musings of individual ministers  ጀ is 
frustrating those looking for an early exit, perplexing those with whom we have to negotiate and 
unsettling those looking to do business in the UK.

COMMISSION CALM IN FACE OF UK GOVERNMENT'S CONFLICTING BREXIT MESSAGES

The European Commission insisted Friday (23 September) it was patiently waiting for the UK 
government to trigger Article 50, in the face of a spate of mixed messages coming out of London 
about the shape of a Brexit deal, or even its own objectives.
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May has said she does not intend to reveal her negotiating stance nor give a running commentary 
on talks with the EU  ጀ which are not due to start officially until Britain triggers the Article 50 legal 
exit process.

She has said that will not happen until next year.

Immediately after her appointment, May set up a new government ministry to oversee the exit 
process, and appointed leading Eurosceptics to a oversee the foreign ministry and a new 
international trade department.

But the exact roles of the three have been seen as overlapping, and May herself has taken the 
lead so far on managing announcements about the Brexit process.

The Institute for Government, an independent charity focused on scrutinising the way the 



government functions, said that arrangement needed clarifying.

The prime minister now needs to move swiftly to stamp out potential turf wars between her Brexit 
ministers and make clear who does what, it said in a report.

In the short term, Theresa May needs  ጀ at the very least  ጀ  to clarify the process and timescales 
through which she intends her government to agree the UKs initial negotiating position.

BREXIT BATTLERS FARAGE AND VERHOFSTADT BUTT HEADS AT STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH

The European Parliaments Brexit point man Guy Verhofstadt today (14 September) clashed with 
UKIP leader Nigel Farage at the debate after Commission President Jean-Claude Junckers State of 
the Union speech.
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