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Donald Trump's election as US president has been called "a nail in the coffin of the liberal world 
order." What can German Chancellor Angela Merkel do to make sure that coffin isn't buried?

"The times in which we could completely depend on others are, to a certain extent, over," 
admitted a disappointed Angela Merkel at the G7 summit in Italy last May. At the time, it was clear 
that United States President Donald Trump had made up his mind to pull out of the Paris climate 
accord. One year after Trump took office, Germany's chancellor must feel even more abandoned 
still.

In the past, US-German relations were consistently close; now, one is just hoping that better days 
will return. Political scientist Josef Braml of the German Council on Foreign Relations says those 
hopes are in vain. "Trump doesn't think the liberal world order serves America's interests, rather, it 
simply helps 'copycats' like Germany and China," he said. Therefore, the US president has one 
simple aim: "to destroy that order."

That, of course, has negative consequences for trans-Atlantic relations. "Everything is a zero-sum 
game with Trump," said Braml. "The US has to win, and everyone else has to lose."

 

A look back at Trump's first year in office

Punitive import tariffs on German products exported to the US are a clear example of how the 
game is played. But Merkel's poignant statement at the conclusion of the G7 summit actually 
came a bit late as far as Braml sees it.

"The US was too weak to prop up the liberal world order well before Donald Trump came along," 
he said.

 

NATO as a sticking point

Andrew Denison, director of the think tank Transatlantic Networks, believes that the current 
diplomatic difficulty is "not a crisis, it's a challenge." He said that the US and Europe still can and 
must work together, which is something that Washington ultimately wants.

"The US doesn't want to see Europe at risk to Russia," Dension said. "At the same time, the US 



wants Europe to help with China and the Middle East."

Denison said he can also understand why Trump has called on European partners to invest more in 
NATO by demanding they dedicate 2 percent of their GDP to the Alliance.

 

Trump has called on NATO members to spend 2 percent of GDP on defense

"Americans are of the opinion that Europe is taking advantage of them when it comes to security," 
he said, adding Washington will continue to be involved in NATO but wants to see "more burden 
sharing."

Beyond the bluster, the US has increased the number of its soldiers stationed in Poland.

 

A new strategy for dealing with the US?

In light of those fundamental shifts in trans-Atlantic relations, German Foreign Minister Sigmar 
Gabriel has said it is time for his country to change its policy toward the US. Germany, he said, 
must more confidently defend its interests  ᐀ as with the Iran nuclear deal  ᐀ and draw red lines 
when necessary.

Anna Kuchenbecker of the Aspen Institute Germany supports those sentiments, especially 
considering the ongoing conflicts of interest. "While the US wants to retreat from its global 
leadership role under Trump, Germany depends on alliances," she said. "And it is an export nation 
to boot."

Kuchenbecker explained that things which may have worked in the past, don't work today. But 
what should a new US policy look like?

"Work with the mayors of major cities when it comes to climate change, and with US congressional 
representatives that are interested in a strong Europe, but stay away from projects where 
differences of opinion are simply too great   ጀ  as with trade policy," she told DW. The pragmatic 
approach is to "work around the White House."

 

A strong Europe to counterbalance the US

Denison believes that relations will continue to be put to the test in the future. "Germany makes 
for a good bogeyman," he said. "And since Trump is always looking for a scapegoat, he will be 
critical of it."

Braml went further, saying it should be assumed that Trump will go after the World Trade 
Organization and the United Nations.

Can Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron come together as a counterbalance to Trump?

"[Germany] will have to prop up the liberal world order with like-minded partners and a 
strengthened Europe," he said. "Because the US no longer wants to."



Matthew Karnitschig, Germany correspondent for the US media outlet Politico, sees a dark future 
for trans-Atlantic relations simply because leading European politicians have already begun to 
question the partnership.

"That's not a good sign," he said. "And the already difficult relationship won't get any better while 
Trump is in office."

Kaynak/Source: 


