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POVERTY RATE IN IRAQ DROPS TO ABOUT 25 PERCENT
- 17.03.2021

Xinhua (16 March 2021)

The Iragi Ministry of Planning said on Tuesday that poverty rate in Irag has reduced to 24.8
percent after a sharp increase in the country's poverty rate at the beginning of the outbreak of
coronavirus pandemic in early 2020, the Iraqi official news agency reported.

A ministry's latest research, in cooperation with the World Bank, showed that the poverty rate in
Iraq reached 24.8 percent of the population in the second half of 2020, down from 31.7 percent in
the first half of the year due to the impacts of coronavirus pandemic, the ministry spokesman
Abdul-Zahara al-Hindawi told the state-run al-lIragiya channel.

The drop in the poverty rate is due to the government's decisions to reduce health restrictions,
which led to the relative return of economic activities to normal, al-Hindawi said.
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