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BLACK SEA RISKS ELEVATE AZERBAIJAN AND TURKEY IN KAZAKHSTAN'S EXPORT
STRATEGY

- 10.08.2026

The Times of Central Asia (10 August 2026)

Bloomberg reported on August 8 that the Turkish authorities were withholding or delaying transit
permission for some vessels bound through the Dardanelles for Novorossiysk. Some applicants
were reportedly told that permits were not being issued, while others faced additional review. The
practice appeared selective: vessels bound for some other Black Sea destinations continued to
transit, while some Ukraine-bound vessels were also reportedly affected.

On August 9, however, Turkish officials told Reuters that shipping through the Turkish Straits was
proceeding smoothly and described the actions as temporary security measures rather than an
ongoing restriction.
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