A .
AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AVIM Commentary ° NO. 2017 / 19 °

EXTREMIST KURDISH - ARMENIAN COOPERATION IN HISTORY
Hazel CAGAN ELBIR

Analyst

Towards the end of 2016, the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) released on the internet
declassified documents revealing the cooperation between ASALA (Armenian Secret Army
for the Liberation of Armenia) and PKK (Partiya Karkerén Kurdistan [] Kurdistan Workers'
Party).

It was mentioned earlier by AVIM that this cooperation is not a new development; it is a
long-known partnership[1]. It was also mentioned that these newly published documents
were reinforcing the already known partnership between the two organizations, which was
proven in academic studies[2].

Extremist Kurdish [] Armenian groups' relations have not been limited to cooperation of
terrorist organizations. Historical relations between the two communities is also discussed
in the book titled "The Kurdish Voice in Yerevan Radio" by Zeri inanc¢, which was published
in Turkish and Kurdish[3]. Kurdish-language broadcast that started in Yerevan Radio in
1955 is the indicator of the relationship and cooperation between the two communities.
During the preparations of the book, Zeri inanc interviewed with Celilé Celil, the son of
Casimé Celil who was the first to make broadcasts in Kurdish program on the Armenian
Radio. In the interview, it is mentioned that these broadcasts for the Kurds living in
Armenia were made to keep the Kurdish language, music, and relations with the Kurds
living in Armenia alive.

The broadcasts in Yerevan by Kurds is only one example of close Kurdish [] Armenian
relations throughout history. Indeed, relations between the two communities go way back.
Xacatur Abovyan, one of the leading names of Armenian literature in the 1800s,
conducted research on the Kurds and contributed to the development of the Kurdish
language[4]. Abovyan also had some observations about Turkish and Armenian
languages. Abovyan mentions that Azerbaijani Turkish is so widespread among Armenians
that even women and children can easily understand[5].

According to the newspaper AGOS, Hovsep Orbeli, a Soviet-Armenian academician who
led the establishment of the Kurdish department within the Institute of Oriental Studies in
St. Petersburg during the Soviet period, was another name that contributed to the
development of the Kurdish language in Armenial6]. In 1968, the Kurdish Department was
established in Yerevan State University, which continued its operations until 1980. Again




in 1968, at Yerevan State University, Eastern Studies Faculty was established by Professor
Georgy Nalbandyan. Today, the Kurdish language is taught in this faculty[Z].

The Celil family had never left the country during the Soviet era due to the Soviet policy.
However, after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the Kurds opened up to the world.
Despite the declining interest towards Kurdish broadcasts on Yerevan radio, the dengbejs
[8] and musicians were brought from the villages for broadcasts and Kurdish-language
broadcast hours were increased.

In her book, Zeri inanc also benefitted from the memoirs of Ordixane Celil. Ordixane Celil
is one of the children of Casimé Celil. In his memoirs, Ordixane Celil states that
although suffering from his Kurdishness years later, during his years as student in Ankara,
Erevan radio awakened the Kurdishness within him and motivated him.[9].

Although Kurdish-Armenian relations have been strengthened via Kurdish-language
broadcasts in Yerevan Radio, Vahram Petrosyan, lecturer at Yerevan State University, in a
conference at the same university, told that Kurdish-Armenian relations could be divided
into three periods. The first period (1878 [] 1923) is the period when the Kurdish-Armenian
union against the Turks was established. During this period, although it was desired for a
long-lasting and durable Kurdish-Armenian cooperation, such cooperation was not
achieved. At the conference, Petrosyan emphasized that the Kurds played a role in the
destruction of the Ottoman Armenians[1Q]. Petrosyan described the second period (1923-
1991) as the period in which the Kurdish-Armenian cooperation was established in Eastern
Turkey. The purpose of this cooperation is to fight against the common enemy. The
enemy mentioned here is Turkey. According to Petrosyan, the Kurdish population in the
Eastern Turkey is dominant. Finally, from 1991 onwards, Kurdish [J] Armenian relations
have been developing[11]. In this period, different Kurdish organizations have focused
their activities towards the Kurdish population in Armenia. Ultimately, the history of close
Kurdish [J Armenian relations once again reinforces the reality of cooperation between PKK
and ASALA against Turkey.
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