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According to the Russian government-owned Sputnik news agencys recent report, a
football championship will be held in Nagorno-Karabakh between countries not recognized
by the UN.[1]

We learn from Sputnik Turkeys report that twelve football teams from countries including
Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Donetsk and Lugansk Peoples' Republics will organize an
unofficial European championship in June in Stepanakert sic[Hankendi], the capital of
Nagorno-Karabakh, which is not officially recognized by the UN.

As it is explained in the Sputnik Turkeys report, relevant announcements concerning the
teams participating in this phantom tournament were made in the website of the
Confederation of Independent Football Associations (CONIFA).[2]

The said report mentions that three teams will play in four groups according to the draws
and explains these teams as follows:

In the first group Lugansk People's Republic, Lapland and Nagorno-Karabakh
teams; in the second group, the County of Nice (France), Chameria (between
Greece and Albania) and Abkhazia teams; in the third group Sardinia (Italy),
Padania (ltaly) and Donetsk People's Republic teams, the last group of Western
Armenia, South Ossetia and Szeklers (Romania) teams will compete.

Sputnik Turkey mentions, among the teams, the Western Armenia team. As is known,
some ultra radical Armenian nationalists refer to eastern parts of Turkey by using the
above-named expression. Referring to Eastern Anatolian region of Turkey with such an
expression is obviously driven by the desire to attack the sovereignty and the territorial
integrity of the Republic of Turkey. Such ghastly dreams of jingoistic Armenian nationalist
groups naturally have, no bearing, neither in practice nor in international law.

In fact, from our perspective, the same consideration is valid for the other countries
mentioned in the Sputnik report. Mentioning Chameria is an open challenge to the
territorial integrity of Greece. The same is true as to Finland for Lapland and Ukraine for




Donetsk and Lugansk as well as for the other UN member states mentioned in the Sputnik
report.

It should not be forgotten that respect to territorial integrity of member states is one of
the basic principle of the Charter of the United Nations.

As the information provided in the Sputnik Turkeys report concerning this made-up soccer
tournament cannot be considered as fake information or total disinformation, it represents
the propaganda of secessionist entities which do not have legality and legitimacy in the
international community. First and foremost, Nagorno Karabakh is an occupied territory of
Republic of Azerbaijan. Sputnik Turkeys above-mentioned report mentions that Russia,
though not recognized by the UN, has recognized Abkhazia and South Ossetia as
independent states since 2008.

It is very unfortunate that the same report does not make even a short reference to
occupied Azerbaijani territories in Nagorno Karabakh. The same point is true for the
mentioning of the Western Armenia expression. No one should think that these
propagandist tactics are being overlooked.

We all know that in today's world, fake news, yellow journalism, and disinformation and
psychological warfare-type propaganda are common. We need to be well prepared for
such kind of deceptive reports.

*Photo: http://www.conifa.org

[1]1 Daglik Karabagda BMnin tanimadigi ulkeler arasinda futbol sampiyonasi dizenlenecek,
Sputnik, ubat 2019, Tarkiye edition, sec. Spor,
https://tr.sputniknews.com/spor/201902071037524835-daglik-karabag-bm-tanimadigi-
ulkeler-arasinda-futbol-sampiyonasi/.

[2] About Us, Footbal Federation, Confederation of Independent Football Associations,
n.d., http://www.conifa.org/en/about-us/.

About the Author :

Teoman Ertugrul Tulun is an analyst at Ankara-based think-tank Center for Eurasian Studies. Dr.
Teoman Ertugrul Tulun received his Ph.D. in Political Science and Public Administration from ihsan
Dogramaci Bilkent University in Ankara. His area of research include European Union Studies,
Globalization, Xenophobia, Hate Speech Studies and International Relations.

To cite this article: TULUN, Teoman Ertugrul. 2025. "MADE-UP SOCCER TOURNAMENT IN NAGORNO-
KARABAKH: AN ASSAULT ON THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF THE UN MEMBER STATES." Center For
Eurasian Studies (AViM), Commentary No0.2019 / 16. February 19. Accessed November 05, 2025.
https://www.avimbulten.org/en/Yorum/MADE-UP-SOCCER-TOURNAMENT-IN-NAGORNO-KARABAKH-AN-




ASSAULT-ON-THE-TERRITORIAL-INTEGRITY-OF-THE-UN-MEMBER-STATES

Suleyman Nazif Sok. No: 12/B Daire 3-4 06550 Cankaya-ANKARA / TURKIYE
Tel: +90 (312) 438 50 23-24 » Fax: +90 (312) 438 50 26

v/ @avimorgtr

f https://www.facebook.com/avrasyaincelemelerimerkezi

E-Mail: info@avim.org.tr

http://avim.org.tr

© 2009-2025 Center for Eurasian Studies (AVIM) All Rights Reserved




