‘ J AVRASYA INCELEMELER| MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES

INVENTORY ACTION THAT WILL BE CONDUCTED IN
VAROSHA IN THE TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN
CYPRUS

AViIM

Blog No: 45
09.07.2019

On 18 June 2019, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Kudret Ozersay
said that the decision has been made to form a team of specialists with a view of making
an inventory of properties in Varosha which has been closed since 1974. The TRNC
Government has not made a decision to open Varosha or open it under the control of the
UN but, at this stage, just to make an inventory inside the closed Varosha is planned. In
the statement, it was expressed that the team which will include officials active in the
international field as well, will be assigned to make an extensive inventory of matters
such as land registry in closed Varosha, the condition of the moveable and immovable
properties, determining the Foundation properties, the condition of the infrastructure and
environmentally risky factors and report them to the Deputy Prime Ministry and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In the statement, it was explained that based on the data which would be obtained
through the inventory work, future action could be programmed in a more efficient way.
The next steps following the TRNC governments inventory work will be decided without
detriment to the former residents of closed Varosha or to the Foundations Administrations
rights and benefits regarding ownership. Additionally, it was stated that the Council of
Ministers will issue a special decree for the team to start its work in Varosha which is a
closed area inside TRNC boundaries and has the status of a military zone. The decree will
set out as well the necessary conditions to make the inventory.

In closed Varosha, before 1974, there were 45 hotels with 10 thousand beds, 60
apartment type hotels, 3 thousand commercial bodies, 99 leisure spots, 143 Executive
offices, 4 thousand 649 private houses, 21 banks, 24 theatres and cinemas, 380
unfinished constructions and a library with 8 thousand 500 English, Greek and Turkish
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