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UKRAINE'S SURPRISE ADVANCE INTO RUSSIA A DILEMMA FOR BIDEN
- 16.08.2024

BBC News (16 August 2024)

Washington is absorbing the impact of Ukraines lightning assault into Russias Kursk region as the
scale of President Zelenskys bold gamble emerges.

US officials are assessing how the incursion might reshape the political and military dynamics of
the war, as well as the implications for Washingtons long-shifting stance on how Ukraine can use
American-supplied arms.

The stunning raid, catching both Russian and apparently Western leaders by surprise, highlights
one of the riskiest dilemmas for the Western-backed defence of Ukraine: President Biden has
consistently tried to empower Kyiv to push back Russias invasion without risking an American
escalation with Moscow. As President Putin has always tried to portray the conflict as a war
between Russia and the West, Mr Biden has sought to put clear limits on US policy to deflate that
narrative and prevent a conflagration.
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