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The Asia-Pacific region is home to 7.7 million forced migrants. This figure includes 3.5 million
refugees, 1.9 million IDPs, and 1.4 million stateless people. Some countries of the region are
parties to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment and/or the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966). However, many
of these countries are not parties to the Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951) or
its 1967 Protocol. These treaties impose non-refoulement obligations which are not limited in
application to refugees within the meaning of the Refugee Convention and Protocol and are not
subject to exceptions. Moreover, the principle of non-refoulement is generally regarded as being
part of customary international law and thus binding even on states which are not parties to any of
the treaties.

In his presentation, Metin Corabatir, the President of the Research Centre on Asylum and Migration
(IGAM) and the former Spokesperson and External Relations Officer of the UNHCR Office in Turkey,
will discuss the current state of refugee protection in the Asia-Pacific region and the impact of the
gaps in refugee protection policies on Turkey's asylum management.

Please find the conference poster in the attachment.

The conference will be in English. There will be no translation service.

Venue: AVIM Conference Hall
Address: Suleyman Nazif Sok. No:12/B D.5, Cankaya/ANKARA
Date: 11 February 2020

Time: 14:00-16:00

RSVP: Hilya Onalp

Telephone: +90 312 438 50 23-24

Email: honalp@avim.org tr
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