AVIM

AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI
CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES

REVIVAL OF THE QATAR-TURKIYE NATURAL GAS
PIPELINE PROJECT

Bekir Caner SAFAK

Scholar in Residence

Analysis No : 2025 /7

16.04.2025

This is the English translation of a Turkish language article that was originally published
by AVIM on 25 December 2024.

The Qatar-Turkiye Gas Pipeline Project was a proposal for the transportation of Qatar's
natural gas to Europe, which would carry gas from the South Pars/North Dome Gas-
Condensate field (the world's largest natural gas field),[1] from Qatar's Ras Laffan region,

through Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Syria to Turkiye, where it would connect with the
Nabucco pipeline in Ankara and then be supplied to Europe.[2] This geopolitically critical

proposal emerged in the early 2000s as part of Qatar's strategy to expand its natural gas
exports and establish itself as a dominant player in global energy markets, but in 2009
Assad refused to sign the proposed deal. Instead, the Assad regime supported the Iran-
Irag-Syria project, an alternative more closely aligned with Tehran's geopolitical
objectives. Following the outbreak of the Syrian civil war in the region in 2011, the Qatar-
Turkiye pipeline project became unfeasible and was suspended for more than a decade of
civil war. After the overthrow of the Ba'athist regime in Syria, the project became relevant

again.[3]

The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of the Republic of Turkiye stated that the
long suspended pipeline project between Turkiye and Qatar could be revived after the
overthrow of the Assad regime, that the realization of this project could be possible if
Syria regains its territorial integrity and stability and that it could be an extraordinary
opportunity if the security of the line is ensured.[4] Considering the length of the line, the
cost of construction and the fact that Syria is still far from being stable, the question of
the projects feasibility comes to the fore. There are many variables in this issue, ranging
from natural gas prices and demand in international markets to the establishment of
security and stability in the region.
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The Feasibility of the Qatar-Turkiye Natural Gas Pipeline Project

The fall of the regime in Syria has opened the door to a period of new opportunities for
regional cooperation and energy infrastructure projects in Middle Eastern geopolitics. One
of the most important of these opportunities is the Qatar-Turkiye pipeline project, which
has the potential to reshape natural gas supply routes and increase Europe's energy
security. In the post-Assad era, new cooperation between Gulf countries, Turkiye and
European countries is expected. With a Syrian government ready to cooperate with
Turkiye, the energy dynamics in the Middle East and Europe could potentially be reshaped
by a Syrian government providing a favourable ground for the pipeline project. However,
in terms of feasibility, the project should be well evaluated and discussed, taking into
account financial and environmental factors. While the change in Syria provides new
opportunities, significant challenges remain. The project should be analysed in light of the
need for regional cooperation and Europe's carbon neutrality goal, as well as Syria's
political instability and changing global energy markets.

From Qatar's perspective, although LNG (liquefied natural gas) shipments dominate the
global market, this pipeline project, which will enable a direct route from the North Field
to Europe, will provide advantages over the more costly and logistically risky maritime
transportation. With its increased geopolitical influence, Qatar will be able to compete
with Russia in the European energy market and counter Iran's attempts to control regional
energy flows through pipeline initiatives, while strengthening its economic ties with
Turkiye and Europe. In addition, the pipeline project offers more cost-effective and
scalable solutions to meet Europe's growing energy demand. Turkiye has long been a
natural energy transit hub due to its strategic location at the crossroads of Europe, Asia
and the Middle East. Moreover, given that Turkiye hosts major pipelines such as TANAP
and TurkStream, it can be inferred that the Qatar-Turkiye pipeline will further consolidate
Tarkiye's importance in the global energy markets.[5]

The Qatar-Turkiye Natural Gas Pipeline in the Context of Europe's Energy
Security

It can be concluded that a gas pipeline project starting from Qatar and extending to
Europe via Turkiye would contribute to security of supply by providing true diversity of
sources and routes, while at the same time reducing costs.[6] The Qatar-Turkiye gas
pipeline would strengthen the EU's energy security and increase Turkiye's influence, as it
would give it the ability to impact Europe's energy supply.[Z] According to economist
Christian Stoffaés, the Qatar-Turkiye gas pipeline project has medium and long-term
potential for security of supply, as it would make it possible to bypass Russia to some
extent and avoid LNG transportation.[8]

Cooperation between Tirkiye and Qatar in the Field of Water Management
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It is also possible to evaluate this project together with the cooperation between Turkiye
and Qatar in the field of water management. Although Qatar is rich in oil and natural gas
resources, it is a poor country in terms of fresh water. Qatar obtains 50 percent of its total
water consumption through desalinization, i.e. desalination of seawater, and 14 percent
through the purification of used water. This method of desalinizing seawater causes
pollution of marine resources on the one hand, and a lot of energy consumption on the
other.[9] Considering Qatar's demand for water resources, a project of water
transportation through a pipe system parallel to the natural gas pipeline project can also
be considered. In this context, Turkiye's rivers that originate within its borders and flow
through its coasts stand out.

As a country located on natural gas routes and capable of making initiatives to expand in
the sphere of hydropolitics, Tlrkiye has carried out water projects in the past.[10] One of
these is the Manavgat River Water Supply Project. The project was first put on the agenda
in 1987 to meet the drinking water needs of countries in the Middle East with water
shortages and the facility was opened in 1998, but it could not be put into operation and
remains idle.[11]JAn agreement in 2004 for the sale of water from the Manavgat facility to
Israel was mutually terminated in 2006.[12] Another project is the Water Supply Project
from Turkiye to the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), which was implemented
by Turkiye in order to bring a fundamental solution to the water problem of the TRNC.
Since 2015, the project has been transferring water from the Alaképri Dam in Mersin to
the Gecitkdy Dam in Kyrenia through a suspended pipe system.[13] Working on a project
with a similar system as a solution for the water needs of countries along the route,
especially Qatar, could be an opportunity for Tulrkiye to achieve win-win cooperation.

Conclusion

Overall, it can be said that the overthrow of the Syrian regime has created a new political
reality in Syria and an opportunity for the long-delayed Qatar-Turkiye natural gas pipeline
project. However, it should also be kept in mind that the project will be implemented in an
area of high political instability, shifting alliances and regional rivalries. Therefore, the
success of the project will depend on the cooperation of regional and international actors.
The pipeline project will provide economic opportunities for the transit countries while
strengthening energy security and diversifying supply routes for Europe. While these
advantages make the project appealing in the short and medium term, risks such as
geopolitical tensions, security challenges and a potential decline in natural gas demand
need to be taken into account. Balancing the benefits against these risks is important for
the ultimate feasibility of the project. As Syria enters a new era, policy planners and
investors need to assess economic restructuring needs, political transformation and
regional dynamics.
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