A .
AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AVIM Commentary ° NO. 2017 / 68 °

TWO STATEMENTS REGARDING 10TH WATS MEETING
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The 10™" meeting of the Workshop on Armenian-Turkish Scholarship (WATS) that was
scheduled to take place in Berlin between 14-17 September caused controversy and led
to criticisms from Turkish civil society and some political parties. As the uproar grew,
Sabanci University, one of the organizers of the workshop, denied its involvement in the
organization of the conference, notwithstanding the fact that its name and logo were
among the organizers in the workshop program. Later on, the name and the logo of
Sabanci University were removed from the program. The program was revised at least
two times. The workshop was also rescheduled for 15-18 September 2017. At the time of
publication of this commentary, access to the workshop program was restricted.

Some academics from Turkish universities withdrew from the workshop, too. On this point,
rumors circulated that the Turkish Higher Education Council (YOK) forbid their travel to
Germany to attend the workshop. We tried to reach out those academics to confirm the
allegations but received no confirmation.

On 15 and 17 September, MESA of North America and WATS Organizing Committee and
the hosting institution of the workshop Lepsiushaus Potsdam separately issued an open
letter and a press release about these developments.

Below are the links to these texts:
htto:// : . lemic-f I . ion/l tur] I I
ht Jbwi I i : 0094972373523¢

Readers can also find the links of AVIMs commentaries on the workshop and these texts
published on AVIM website below.

AVIM commentaries on WATS and the politicization of the scholarship on 1915 events:



http://mesana.org/committees/academic-freedom/intervention/letters-turkey.html
https://twitter.com/yektantyilmaz/status/909497237352394752
http://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/WATS-AND-THE-TRIUMPH-OF-THE-POLITICAL-OVER-THE-SCIENTIFIC
http://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/WATS-AND-THE-TRIUMPH-OF-THE-POLITICAL-OVER-THE-SCIENTIFIC
http://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/GERMANY-AND-GENOCIDE-A-MATTER-OF-DIPLOMATIC-LEVERAGE
http://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/GERMANY-AND-GENOCIDE-A-MATTER-OF-DIPLOMATIC-LEVERAGE
http://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/WORKSHOP-ON-ARMENIAN-TURKISH-SCHOLARSHIP-POLITICS-AND-GRATUITY-AT-WORK-AGAIN
http://avim.org.tr/en/Yorum/WORKSHOP-ON-ARMENIAN-TURKISH-SCHOLARSHIP-POLITICS-AND-GRATUITY-AT-WORK-AGAIN

PARA-IS-BASINDA (in Turkish)

AVIMs commentary on the open letter of MESA of North America and the press release of
WATS Organizing Committee and the hosting institution of the workshop Lepsiushaus
Potsdam:

-VE- - -EV/- - (in
Turkish).
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