A .
AVRASYA INCELEMELERI MERKEZI

CENTER FOR EURASIAN STUDIES AVIM Commentary ° NO. 2018 / 55 °

BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA ELECTION RESULTS SIGNAL ROUGH CHALLENGES
FOR EU DESIGNS IN THE BALKANS

Teoman Ertugrul TULUN

Analyst

General elections were held in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) on 7 October 2018. Per the
decision of the Central Election Commission of Bosnia and Herzegovina elections were
called for the Presidency of BiH; House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly
of BiH; House of Representatives of the Parliament of the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina; National Assembly of Republica Sirpska; President and Vice President of
Republica Sirpska and Cantonal Assembly in the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.[1]

It should be noted that according to the General Framework Agreement for Peace in
Bosnia and Herzegovina signed on 14 December 1995[2], BiH is made up of the two
Entities: the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (mainly Bosniak and Croat) and
Republika Srpska.

BiH constitution is in fact forms the Annex 4 of the General Framework Agreement. It
describes the composition of the state as Bosnia and Herzegovina shall consist of the two
Entities, the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Republika Srpska (hereinafter
the Entities).[3] Regarding the Presidency, the Constitution states that The Presidency of
Bosnia and Herzegovina shall consist of three Members: one Bosniac and one Croat, each
directly elected from the territory of the Federation, and one Serb directly elected from
the territory of the Republika Srpska.[4] According to the Constitution, citizens from the
Entity of Republika Srpska (RS) can only vote for the Presidency candidate from among
the Serb people, while the citizens living in the Bosniak-Croat dominated Federation of
Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH) can vote for candidates from among the Bosniak and Croat
peoples.

It was reported in the press that the Central Election Commission of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, after counting 80 percent of votes for BiH tripartite Presidency, indicated
preliminarily new Presidency members as Sefik Dzaferovic from Bosniac SDA party (Party
of Democratic Action founded by Alija izzetbegovic) with 37.30 percent of votes; Zeljko
Komsic as Croat member with 51.14 percent of votes and Milorad Dodik as Serb member
with 54.06 percent of votes.[5]

Zeljko Komsic served as the Croat member of the Presidency of BiH from 2006 until 2014.
He was previously one of the leading figures of the Social Democratic Party. Then he left




the party in 2012 and established the Democratic Front party.

Milorad Dodik is from the Serb political party of Alliance of Independent Social Democrats.
He is the president of Republika Srpska since 2010. He previously had served as the Prime
Minister of Republika Srpska between 1998 and 2001, and between 2006 and 2010.

According to the same press reports, apart from the above mentioned leading three
candidates from the Bosniak, Croat and Serb peoples, the other major candidates from
the Bosniak people won the following results: Denis Becirovic, Social Democratic Party
(SDP) won 33.37 percent of votes, Fahrudin Radoncic, Party for the Better Future (SBB)
won 12.89 percent of votes. The other leading Croat candidate Dragan Covic (currently
Croat member of Presidency) from Croat Democratic Union (HDZ BiH) won 37.31 percent
of votes. Milorad Dodiks opponent Mladen Ivanic (currently Serb member of the
Presidency) from Victory Alliance won 42.79 percent of votes.

Milorad Dodik is known as a hard-liner Bosnian Serb leader. He has repeatedly questioned
the existence of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the past and made a number of comments
against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. After the last
elections the international press reported the results with the titles like Bosnia-
Herzegovina election: Pro-Russian Serb leader claims victory (DW); Serb Nationalist
Claims Victory in Bosnia in Early Vote Count (The New York Times); Will Milorad Dodik
break up Bosnia? (Al Jazeera News); Bosnia and Herzegovina still divided 15 years after
war (CNN); Milorad Dodik: Serb nationalist wins Bosnia presidency seat (BBC).

The New York Times reported that A pro-Russia Serbian nationalist claimed victory in the
race for the Serbian seat on Bosnias three-member presidency * Milorad Dodik, a Bosnian
Serb strongman and a close ally of Russias president Vladimir V. Putin, could exacerbate
ethnic rivalries in the Balkan nation and stall the countrys bid for membership in the
European Union. [6]

He reportedly said that | dont care who the other two representatives in the presidency
are. | am going there, to this presidency, to work above all and only for the interests of
Serbs.[7] It is also reported that at the weekend, (Dodik) told Russian newspaper Izvestia
on Tuesday that one of his first moves will be to launch an initiative to recognize Crimea
as part of Russia. According to the same report he also said that Crimea historically
belongs to Russia and that he wants to visit the annexed peninsula as soon as possible as
a new member of Bosnia's presidency.[8]

He also reportedly said on his first day in office, he will write to US President Donald
Trump to demand the abolition of the Office of the High Representative - a part of the
Dayton Peace Accords intended to protect the country's constitution.[Q] It should be
mentioned in this juncture that Turkey is a member of the Steering Board of the Peace
Implementation Council which is charged with implementing the Dayton Peace Agreement
for Bosnia and Herzegovina (The Steering Board members are Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, United States, Presidency of the European Union,
European Commission, and Organization of the Islamic Conference, represented by
Turkey).




We, as the Center for Eurasian Studies (AViM), in our analysis concerning the European
Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) the Chaillot Paper No.147 titled Balkan futures-
Three Scenarios for 2025 drew the attention to the description of Disruptive external
actors and expressed our deep disappointment with naming Turkey as a disruptive
external actor along with Russia, China and the Gulf States in the Balkans.[10] We
described this reference as an extremely unfair characterization and stressed that EUISS
owes a correction for naming Turkey as one of the Disruptive external actors of the
Balkans.

As it is rightly mentioned in the New York Times report, Milorad Dodik *[T]T] exacerbate
ethnic rivalries in the Balkan nation and stall the countrys bid for membership in the
European Union. It should be underlined that without Turkeys support as an ally and
partner, rough challenges are awaiting the EU in the Balkans. EU and Turkey are not rivals
in the Balkans. It stands to reason that EU and Turkey should endeavor together to keep
the Balkans in tranquility.
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