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vrasya Incelemeleri Merkezi (AVIM) 2009 yil1 basinda Ankara’da
ATﬁrkmeneli Isbirligi ve Kiiltiir Vakfi tarafindan kurulmustur.
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bunlar1 yazili ve dijital ortamlarda yayimlamak, bu konularda toplantilar
diizenlemek, toplantilara katilmak ve egitim vermektir.

Bunlar haricinde AVIM, Ankara’da 1999-2009 yillar1 arasinda faaliyet
gostermis olan Avrasya Stratejik Arastirmalart Merkezi’nin (ASAM) Ermeni
Aragtirmalar1 Enstitiisii’niin faaliyetlerini de iislenmistir. AVIM bu Enstitiice
cikartilmig olup halen Terazi Yayincilik tarafindan yayimlanan ii¢ derginin
hazirlanmasina yardimci olmaktadir. S6z konusu dergiler sunlardir:
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he Center for Eurasian Studies (AVIM) was established in the

I beginning of 2009 by the Turkmeneli Cooperation and Cultural

Foundation in Ankara. The aim of the Institute is to conduct research

on matters relating to Turkey in the areas of the Caucasus, Balkans, Eastern

Europe, Asia (especially Russia, Turkish Republics, all the neighboring

countries of Turkey with Iraq being at the forefront, and all the countries of

the Asian continent) and the European Union Organization and its member

countries. It also aims to publish these findings within a written and digital

environment, to organize conferences on these subjects, and to attend
conferences and educate.

Apart from these, AVIM has also taken on the activities of the Institute for
Armenian Research which was active in Ankara in years 1999-2009 within
the framework of the Center for Eurasian Strategic Studies (ASAM). AVIM
which has been established from this Institute facilitates the publishing of three
journals by Terazi Yayincilik. These journals are the following:

Ermeni Arastirmalar (first publication in 2001)
Review of Armenian Studies (first publication in 2002)
Uluslararas1 Suglar ve Tarih (first publication in 2005)

The Center prepares a daily bulletin which includes news and interpretations
relating to the Armenian Question, Balkans, Iraq, Asia and Europe (EU). This
bulletin is sent to approximately 7.000 members by e-mail.

The Center also has a website consisting of a home page and four different
folders (The Caucasus and the Armenian Issue, the Balkans, Asia, and Europe).

Retired Ambassador Alev Kilig is the director of the Center for Eurasian
Studies.

AViM Report No: 1
February / 2014




Contents

ARMENIANS AND SYRIA: 1915 AND 20713 ..ooeeeoeee oo 5
ERMENILER VE SURIYE: 1915 VE 2013 .ooeoeeeeeeeee oo e e e 14

AViM Report No: 1

February / 2014



AVIM

ARMENIANS AND SYRIA
1915 AND 2013

Jeremy SALT

Abstract: This brief article takes as its starting point a parallel drawn by the British journalist Robert
Fisk between the suffering of Armenians during the First World War and the suffering of Armenians during
the current conflict in Syria. The author draws other parallels: between the manipulation of the Armenians
and other ethno-religious groups to serve the interests of the entente powers between 1914-18 and the
human consequences of intervention in present day Syria by western governments and their regional
allies. Indeed, the entire Middle East and North Africa has been an arena for western intervention since
early in the 19th century. The author looks at key events from the unfolding of the ‘Armenian question’
through to the Greek invasion of western Anatolia in 1919, carried out under the aegis of the victorious
wartime powers and ending in disaster for both Anatolian Turks and Greeks. The article challenges the
historical division drawn between the perpetrators of violence and the victims of violence, showing that
both were to be found in virtually all ethno-religious groups in what was at the time the most destructive
war in world history. The author sees the acknowledgement of this reality as the true foundation of
reconciliation between groups still clinging to deeply polarized historical narratives.

Keywords: Fisk, Armenians, Ottoman government, relocation, Justin McCarthy, Australia, Russia,
Ottoman provinces, insurgency, Van, Third Army, Andonian papers, lobbyists, France, Kurdistan, wartime
atrocities and trials, Assyrians, Balkan Muslims, Greek invasion 1919, Syrian Christians and Muslims,
parallels 1915 and 201 3.

parallel between massacres of the Armenians in

1915 and their suffering in Syria in 2013. This
response is based on what happened to the
Armenians during the First World War, what is
happening in Syria now and where other parallels
lie between these two periods of history.

In a recent article!, Robert Fisk has drawn a

For a long time Fisk’s accusations against the
Ottoman government were based on forged
‘documents’, the notorious Andonian papers, which

purported to show that the Ottoman government
sent orders to provincial officials to exterminate the
Armenians. Most of his other claims are based on
First World War propaganda or his own imaginative
suppositions. The stories told to him by ancient
Armenian survivors from the massacres of 1915
could have been matched by the tales of ancient
Muslim survivors of massacres by Armenians, had
he even been aware of their existence, had he
bothered to travel to eastern Anatolia to talk to them
before they, too, died.

1 Robert Fisk, ‘Nearly a century after the Armenian genocide, these people are still being slaughtered in Syria’, The Independent, December 1, 2013.
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With 1915 rapidly approaching, the cultural
mainstream is going to be saturated with a wave of
propaganda aimed at compelling the Turkish
government to ‘admit’ that what happened in 1915
was genocide, i.e. the destruction of Armenians for
no other reason than that they were Armenians.
There is no debate on this issue, not because there
is not a counter-narrative but because it is barred
from being given a hearing.

The truth is apparently known to people who would
have no idea of what happened in late Ottoman
history outside what has been handed to them on a
plate by Armenian propagandists or what they have
read in deeply prejudiced, frequently dishonest or
ignorant sources. The resolution passed by the US
House of Representatives Foreign Affairs
Committee on this issue in 2010 is stamped with all
these characteristics. Its claim that nearly two
million Armenians were ‘deported’ is ludicrous,
beginning with the fact that the Armenians were not
deported but ‘relocated’ within the boundaries of the
Ottoman Empire and ending with the fact that the
number said to have been deported was close to half
million more than the empire’s entire Armenian
population. In between there are many other facts
that expose the falsehoods in this resolution.

History has turned into theology on this issue. To
say that there is no God is to ‘deny’ his existence.
That was the bottom line of the Star Chamber and
the same tactic is used by Armenian lobbyists and
propagandists around the world. ‘Genocide
scholars’ use the same unscrupulous tool of
‘denialist’ to denigrate and marginalize those who
disagree with their version of history. If they have a
reason for going for the man instead of the ball, it is
because their narrative cannot stand once the
Armenian question is properly contextualised. It is
for this reason that debate on the Armenian question
has to be shut down before it starts. In this respect,
the abuse of the U.S. scholar Justin McCarthy while
visiting Australia was another salutary lesson to
those who dare to stand up — and stand out — and
say what they think is the truth. Professor McCarthy
is a well-established scholar, a leading expert on the
demographics of the late Ottoman Empire, with a
long list of books and articles to his name yet none
of this countered in Australia. The media took up
the cry of the Armenian, Greek and Jewish lobbies
that he was a ‘holocaust denialist. * One of the worst
offenders was the national broadcaster, the
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Australian Broadcasting Commission, one of whose
reporters, Michael Brissenden, called Professor
McCarthy ‘one of the world’s most strident
genocide deniers.” The clamor the lobbies raised had
the desired effect. Professor McCarthy was due to
give a public lecture at the University of Melbourne
and at the New South Wales Art Gallery but both
venues refused to give him a platform after learning
of his ‘denialist’ views. Having flown from the US
to Australia, the only talk Professor McCarthy could
give was at a small private function in a committee
room in Parliament House in Canberra, arranged by
the Australian Labor Party’s Senator Laurie
Ferguson. The abusive treatment of Professor
McCarthy was an exemplary demonstration of
media cowardice and ignorance in the face of
determined lobbies, working in combination to
close down open discussion and prevent Australians
from hearing what they might be interested in
knowing.

Against this background, here is a heretic’s view of
some of the key issues:

1. Numbers. The number of Armenian dead
given by Armenian or pro-Armenian sources
has fluctuated and continues to fluctuate
depending on who you read. Estimates made
at the end of the First World War on the allied
side suggest between 600,000-800,000. The
figures most commonly given in Armenian
sources now alternate between about one
million and 1.5 million. On the Turkish ‘side’
estimates range between about 300,000 and
600,000. There were about 1.6 million
Ottoman Armenians and as hundreds of
thousands survived the war the higher figure
given by Fisk and others is not and cannot be
correct. The Armenians suffered terribly, but
in the interest of historical truth the claims
that 1.5 million Armenians were ‘massacred’
in 1915 or even during the whole course of
the war have to be unequivocally refuted. The
causes of death among the Ottoman
Armenian population included combat,
exposure, malnutrition and disease. Far more
Armenians died from these other causes than
actual massacre. What is never mentioned in
the standard narrative is that probably
between two and 2.5 million Ottoman
Muslim civilians died in this war from the
same range of causes. They are the ghosts
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never talked about because the news
correspondents, consuls and missionaries
were only interested in the suffering of

Christians. The Muslims have disappeared
from history as if they never existed.

. Military necessity. Dismissed out of hand by
Armenian propagandists and ‘scholars’ inside
the genocide network, it is the crux of the
argument from history on the Turkish ‘side’.
The two relevant questions here are a) does a
government have the right in international
law to remove a rebellious population in time
of war and b) did sabotage from behind the
lines by Armenian armed insurgent groups
represent such a threat to the war effort that
the ‘relocation’ of the Armenians could be
justified?

Here the central issues include the role of
Russia in using the Armenians as a weapon
of war. Apart from Armenians fighting in the
Russian army, the Tsar formed special
Armenian units tasked with ‘liberating’ east
Anatolian Ottoman provinces in which the
population was more than 80 per cent Muslim
(largely Kurdish or Turkish). The Armenians
were coaxed along with promises of
autonomy in a region that would include
conquered Ottoman lands. The striking power
of these Russian Armenians was augmented
inside the Ottoman Empire by tens of
thousands of Ottoman Armenians. They cut
lines of supply and communication, attacked
military convoys and massacred Muslim
civilians. Their violence reached a peak
during the Russian-Armenian occupation of
northeastern Anatolia from 1916-18. Towns,
villages and cities were turned into a charnel
house, with Russians officers shocked at the
savagery of the atrocities being perpetrated
by their Armenian protégés.

The Armenian insurgency - uprisings, attacks
on military convoys and Muslim villages, the
cutting of telegraph lines and the sabotage of
government buildings - in the first half of
1915 culminated in the uprising in the eastern
city of Van. Thousands of Armenians were
involved. They were well armed and well
prepared, down to the trenches and tunnels
they had dug and the uniforms they had
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fashioned for themselves. With no soldiers
available, the defence of government
positions rested in the hands of gendarmes
(jandarma) and volunteers. After weeks of
heavy fighting the Armenians triumphed. As
the governor fled and the city fell, many
thousands of Muslim civilians were
massacred by Armenians within the city
limits or in the villages around the nearby
lake.

The revolt was launched in the middle of
April and may well have been coordinated
with Britain and Russia, and thus timed to
take place as the British were preparing to
land in Gallipoli and the Russians were about
to launch a large-scale offensive around
Dilman in northwestern Persia. The fighting
in Mesopotamia, with the British pushing
north from their foothold in Basra, may also
have been part of these calculations. Having
captured Van, the Armenians handed it over
to the Russians.

On April 24, about a week after the launching
of the Van uprising, the Ottoman government
closed down the Armenian committees in
Istanbul, moving the hundreds of people they
arrested into the interior, mainly to Cankiri
and Ayyas, on the outskirts of Ankara. It is
from April 24 that the Armenians date the
‘genocide’, when the critical date was when
Armenians launched their revolt in Van about
a week earlier. Given Armenian desertions
from the army, actions of Armenian bands
from behind the lines and the collaboration of
Armenian revolutionary committees with the
enemy, all that should be surprising about the
action taken on April 24 is that it was not
taken earlier.

Towards the end of May the Ottoman military
command recommended that the Armenian
population in the war zone be ‘relocated’
southwards into Syria. It is clear that the Van
rebellion had brought a deteriorating security
situation to a head. Since its shattering defeat
at Sarikamis early in 1915, the Ottoman Third
Army had been in no position to defend
northeastern Anatolia from Russian invasion
and attacks from behind the lines. Launched
in late 1914 the Sarikamis campaign started

February / 2014

JEREMY SALT - ARMENIANS AND SYRIA 1915 AND 2013




JEREMY SALT - ARMENIANS AND SYRIA 1915 AND 2013

well but ended disastrously when a blizzard
swept across the mountains and tens of
thousands of Ottoman soldiers, ill prepared
for a winter campaign, froze to death
overnight. The Third Army was decimated
and unable to launch strategic offensives for
three years. The civilian population of the
entire region was virtually on its own. The
military command had already moved some
Armenians but after Van, unable to stem
uprisings and sabotage of the war effort from
behind the lines, it finally recommended that
the bulk of the Armenian population be
‘relocated.’

These facts are the core of the argument from
military necessity. The attempts by Vakahn
Dadrian and his Turkish protégé, Taner
Ak¢am, to show that the Ottoman
government met before the Van uprising and
decided to annihilate the Armenians have no
basis in fact. Both fortify their case with
forged ‘documents’, namely the ‘Andonian
papers’ and the  so-called  ‘ten
commandments’. Handed to British officials
by an Ottoman functionary after the war, this
second piece of paper purports to show that
ruling CUP (Committee of Union and
Progress) figures sat around a table in Istanbul
and took a decision to annihilate all Armenian
men and convert their women and children to
Islam. The British were then searching high
and low for evidence they could use against
the leading figures in the Ottoman
government. They scoured the Ottoman
archives, they raked through their own
archives and they asked the Americans if they
had anything but they could not find one
incriminating document. Had there been any
possibility of convincing the world that the
piece of paper on which the ‘ten
commandments’ were written was a genuine
document the British would have jumped on
it straight away but it was so obviously a fake
they quickly discarded it. Yet in his book
Blood and Soil: A History of Genocide from
Sparta to Darfur, Ben Kiernan, the Director
of Yale University’s Genocide Studies
Program, uses this bogus ‘document’ as the
very foundation for his accusation of
genocide against the wartime Ottoman
government. These forgeries are not isolated
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examples because the Armenian case against

‘the Turks’ is buttressed with numerous
fabrications, both textual and photographic.

. Conflation. Towards the end of maximizing

the numbers of dead, Armenian lobbyists and
propagandists have lengthened the time frame
of the ‘genocide’ to 1922 or 1923, a period
that includes the First World War, the Greek
invasion of western Anatolia in 1919, and the
fighting in the Caucasus and southeastern
Turkey that continued at the same time. In
fact, each of these periods of history has to be
examined separately. The fighting in the
Caucasus over territory and resources (the oil
of the Caspian Sea) involved the British and
their western allies, white Russians,
Bolsheviks, = Azerbaijanis,  Georgians,
Armenians and other ethno-religious groups
in the Caucasian mosaic. They all killed each
other and they all died from the same other
causes, including disease, malnutrition and
exposure.

At the same time France had invaded what is
now southeastern Turkey, bringing with it an
Armenian legion and intending to set up an
autonomous or semi-independent Armenian
‘state’ under French protection. By agreement
with Britain its territorial remit - ‘sphere of
influence’ - ran as far north as Lake Van. For
France southeastern Turkey was part of /a
Syrie integrale — greater Syria — whose
central attractions were the cotton fields of
Cukurova and the deep water port of
Eskanderun, tucked away in the corner of the
eastern Mediterranean, which could be
developed to create a trans-Mediterranean
naval axis with Algeria. The French invasion
triggered off a new wave of killing of
Muslims and destruction of Muslim property
which did not stop until both the French and
their Armenian legion had been driven back
by the Turkish nationalists.

4. The missing Muslims. No one knows with

any semblance of accuracy how many
Ottoman Muslim civilians died during the
First World War, not to speak of those who
died during the fighting which continued
afterwards. More than 80 per cent of the
Muslim population was illiterate and
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therefore incapable of writing down the story
of what they endured. The round figure
already given of between two and 2.5 million
Muslim civilian dead is no more than a
starting point for discussion of numbers.
Many Muslim civilians - half a million
according to the figures compiled from
Ottoman documents - were massacred
throughout the course of the war. Many if not
most of the dead were Kurds and their killers
were mostly Armenian, underlining the
degree to which the conflict in eastern
Anatolia was a continuation of an Armenian-
Kurdish struggle over territory incited by the
British in the late 19™ century when they took
on the ‘Armenian question’ and began to
apply the word ‘Armenia’ to Ottoman
provinces in which Armenians constituted a
small minority. The word used by the Kurds
and even by the sultan and the Ottoman
government was ‘Kurdistan’. Threatened by
what appeared to be an attempt by the British
to grant the Armenians autonomy in their
traditional lands, the Kurds prepared to
defend themselves.

Many of the crimes committed by Armenians
during the First World War were recorded in
documents written by Ottoman army
commanders and provincial authorities when
they were able to return to eastern Anatolia —
the central killing grounds - in 1918. These
accounts were not written for propaganda
purposes as were the lurid allegations made
against ‘the Turks’ by James Bryce and
Arnold Toynbee in 1915-16. They were
recorded solely for the information of the
central government. This other truth blurs the
divide between perpetrator and victim and
threatens the Manichean narrative which lies
at the heart of modern Armenian nationalism.
If young Armenians ever conclude that their
forefathers were perpetrators as well as
victims, the national narrative will be
exploded. This is why the countervailing
narrative has to be closed down.

A more balanced appraisal of history might
lead to a real reconciliation with Turks and
Kurds on the basis of the mutual
acknowledgement of the crimes committed
by all their ancestors and the suffering of all
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the innocent whether Muslim or Christian.
This point might be reached one day but at
the moment it seems psychologically,
culturally, historically and politically
impossible for Armenians to own up to the
scale of atrocities (even if some admit there
were a few) carried out by their forebears.
Needless to say, as they insist decade after
decade that ‘the Turks’ were responsible for
genocide, they should be obliged to consider
whether what Armenians did to the Muslims
should be given the same label.

The reports of Armenian atrocities came from
across eastern Anatolia. These were killings
on a large-scale and grossly inhumane in their
nature. Babies thrown into bread ovens;
people flayed alive or trampled to death by
horses; people locked in barns or houses and
burnt alive; people taken away en masse and
killed out of sight of the Russians. Ottoman
forces entered cities strewn with bodies and
even body parts. In their reports some
Russian officers expressed revulsion at the
behavior of their Armenian protégés and even
accused them of seeking to exterminate the
Muslims. While these killings brought
Armenian violence to a peak, earlier killings
of Kurds and other Muslims establish revenge
as a motive for the mass attacks on
Armenians as they were led south to Syria in
1915.

. The trials. In his writings Taner Ak¢cam pays

considerable attention to the show trials held
in occupied Istanbul under the aegis of the
British authorities. These resulted in few
convictions for crimes committed against the
Armenians. In any case, the more authentic
trials were those established by the Ottoman
government following attacks on Armenian
convoys in 1915. Commissions of inquiry
were set up in late 1915 and about 1600
people court-martialled as a result. Some of
those found guilty were executed and others
were imprisoned, including Ottoman officials
guilty of negligence or complicity. As news
came through of attacks on the convoys the
government in Istanbul sent coded messages
to provincial officials demanding that they
provide the Armenians with greater
protection. There are many such documents
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in the archives and they clearly establish that
in ‘relocating’ the Armenians the government
did not have the intention of killing them.

That many of the provincial officials handed
the responsibility of arranging the ‘relocation’
were incompetent, that numbers of them were
actively complicit in the mistreatment of
Armenians and that others were wilfully
negligent is very clear. At the same time it
would have been extremely difficult to
organize such a mass movement of people
when the military had its back against the
wall on all fronts and all the necessities of life
were being directed towards its needs. There
was not sufficient food, medical care,
transport and even armed men to guard the
convoys. Civilians were in a desperate state
and even many soldiers were dying of disease
or malnutrition before they reached the front.
The Ottoman government has to be held
responsible for the calamitous consequences
of the ‘relocation’ decision even if it did not
know what those consequences would be.
However, in acting on the recommendation
of the military command, did the government
have any idea of how badly things would turn
out? Did anyone at any stage stand up and say
‘this can’t be done’ even if the military
command had reached the conclusion that it
had to be done? Almost a century later, there
will probably never be clear answers to these
questions.

. Greeks and Assyrians. As both claim to have

suffered ‘genocide’ at the hands of the Turks,
here is some of the context generally missing
from the standard mainstream narrative. In
1897 a Greek army attacked the Ottoman
Empire and was beaten off. In 1912 the
Greeks tried again in the company of Serbia,
Bulgaria and Montenegro. The Ottomans
were outnumbered and quickly overwhelmed
on all fronts. The empire lost most of its
territory on the European land mass and
probably would have lost all of it had not the
Balkan allies fallen out in 1913 and started
attacking each other just as viciously as they
had laid into the Muslim enemy. In the
territories overrun by the Balkan armies the
Muslim population was ethnically cleansed —
as the process would now be called — for the
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second time since the 1870s. The intention of
the Balkan governments was to obliterate the
Ottoman presence in southeastern Europe and
to kill or drive out as many Muslims as
possible. Between1904-1907 the Germans
murdered or otherwise caused the death
through their brutality of up to 100,000
Hereros in what is now Namibia. If this was
the 20" century’s first genocide, the massacre
and dispossession of Balkan Muslims in
1912-13 has to be regarded as the second,
even if completely ignored by Kiernan and
other ‘scholars’ in the professional genocide
network. Justin McCarthy, has estimated that
the Balkans war ended in the death of
632,000 Muslims, or 27 per cent of the
Muslim population of the conquered Ottoman
domains in Europe. Those who survived
massacres and the pillaging of their villages
by soldiers and the bloodthirsty ceteler
(bandit gangs) following in their wake fled
across the Aegean or on land towards
Istanbul. Along with retreating soldiers they
died en masse from disease, malnutrition and
exposure. If they managed to reach Istanbul
they were given shelter and medical treatment
in mosques and converted government
buildings. The fields along the approaches to
the city were littered with the bodies of the
dead and dying. Even now the extirpation of
Muslims in 1877-78 and again in 1912-13 has
virtually no place in ‘western” histories of the
Balkans.

In 1919 the Greeks invaded Ottoman lands
again. The empire had by this time been at
war since the Italian invasion of Libya (1911).
Libya was followed by the Balkan wars
(1912-13), then the First World War (1914-
1918) and then the fighting which convulsed
the Caucasus and what is now southeastern
Turkey. To launch yet another war on this
devastated land was an act of almost sadistic
cruelty, but this is exactly what the British
Prime Minister, David Lloyd George, as
intense in his love of the Greeks as he was in
his racist hatred of ‘the Turks’, and his dear
friend, Eleftherios Venizelos, the Greek Prime
Minister, did. Ferried across the Aegean
under the protection of an allied fleet, the
Greek army landed at Izmir in May, 1919.
The killing started immediately. The dead
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included Christians identified as Muslims
because they were wearing a fez.

Theoretically, the Greek army was supposed
to remain within a restricted zone centering
on Izmir but it soon burst these bounds and
began heading north in the direction of
Istanbul and east in the direction of Ankara.
Its trail was marked by massacres, arson,
pillage and destruction in towns and villages.
Arnold Toynbee was in the region at the time
and described the Greek campaign as a war
of extermination of the Turks. An Interallied
Commission of Inquiry and the representative
of the International Red Cross agreed. Finally
held and defeated by the Turks in 1922, the
Greek retreat to the Aegean coast was marked
by the same atrocities and destruction the
whole way. Armenian and Greek civilians
supporting the invading army joined in the
pillage and destruction of Muslim property.
This criminal adventure ended in the
population exchange of 1922, with 1.5
million Greeks uprooted from their homes in
Anatolia and half a million Turks uprooted
from their homes in Greece. Lloyd George
and Venizelos have to be held directly
responsible for this tragedy. With British
troops facing the resurgent Turkish
nationalists at Canakkale, Lloyd George was
ready for yet another war as long as someone
else would fight it but his appeals to Australia,
New Zealand, Canada and South Africa to
send troops fell on deaf ears.

The third ethno-religious group making
allegations of genocide are the Assyrians, a
tiny community based in southeastern Turkey
and northwest Persia which was lured into the
war by the promises of the British and the
Russians but had no hope of standing up
against the Ottoman army, the Turkish army
or the Kurdish forces. Fleeing from their
Ottoman homeland, the Assyrians joined their
coreligionists in northwestern Persia before
fleeing in the direction of Iraq, thousands
dying on the way. Most of the survivors
ended up in the Baquba refugee camp, north
of Baghdad. They were acknowledged as
being brave soldiers but prone to indiscipline
and brutal behavior. In 1924 a group of
Assyrian levies attached to the British army
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opened fire with machine guns in the central
market of Kirkuk, killing hundreds of people;
in 1933 a band of armed Assyrians provoked
a major crisis by attacking Iraqi troops near
the Tigris river, killing 34, wounding about
100 and mutilating the bodies of the dead
(striking back, the army massacred hundreds
of innocent people near the Mosul district
village of Simel); when Kurds attacked the
Assyrian camp at Baquba some of those
captured and killed had their heads cut off,
according to the British proconsul in Iraq,
Arnold Wilson.

. So, who comes out of this with clean hands?

No one, it seems. There were not perpetrators
on one side and victims on the other. There
were perpetrators and victims on all sides.
Even during the ‘relocation” many Muslims
tried to help the Armenians and alongside the
negligent Ottoman officials were those who,
in extremely difficult circumstances, did their
best to see that the Armenians in their charge
were looked after. There is still no
comprehension in mainstream ‘western’
histories of how devastating the war was for
the Ottoman civilian population. When it
ended people were digging barley out of
horse manure and eating grass in the attempt
to survive. Even during the war, in 1915-16,
people were dropping dead from hunger or
disease in the streets of Beirut and other
Syrian towns and cities. In the mountains of
Lebanon men who could not feed their
families were wandering off to die alone in
their shame. Whole villages were
depopulated. The dire consequences of war,
the draining of food, medicine and transport
for the men at the front and the enormous
death toll from diseases such as cholera and
typhus among soldiers and civilians alike
were worsened by the allied naval blockade
of the Mediterranean coast, killing off cash
economies and depriving farmers of spare
parts needed for the irrigation of their crops.
The locust plague of 1915 stripped crops and
trees bare, adding to the general misery and
destitution. The Arab historian George
Antonius estimated that the civilian death toll
in Syria alone during the war was about
400,000. Across eastern Anatolia, conditions
were just as bad if not worse. The population
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of some provinces was reduced by 40 to 60
per cent. Hundreds of thousands of people
fled the war zones and the survivors were left
uprooted and starving not just in the Ottoman
lands, but in the Caucasus and northwestern
Persia. This was a war of annihilation, of an
empire being put to the sword and fighting for
its life and of minorities sucked into the
maelstrom by the intrigues and false promises
of the allied powers.

8. Finally we come to other parallels between

1915 and Syria in 2013. It is not just
Armenian Christians being killed or driven
out of Syria right now but all Christians. Two
orthodox bishops are still missing, believed
to be held in Aleppo by Chechens, if they are
still alive; priests have been murdered and the
ancient Christian city of Ma’lula attacked and
its churches desecrated; in another recent
attack on Ma’lula 12 nuns were taken hostage
by armed men; only recently more than 40
Christians, men, women and children, were
massacred in the village of Sadad. The black
flag of Al Qaida has been hoisted over
churches by the equally black forces of
darkness unleashed on Syria by western
governments and their regional allies. They
have destroyed more than 60 churches and
monasteries and driven tens of thousands of
Christians out of their homes.

Only the Vatican is speaking out against these
atrocities and the extirpation of Christianity
in the lands of its birth. Western politicians
who wear their Christianity on their sleeve
when it suits them have had nothing to say
about the Christians or the tens of thousands
of Muslims who have died in Syria as the
direct result of the intervention by the cohort
of governments calling themselves,
grotesquely, the ‘Friends of the Syrian
People’, not to speak of the millions who
have been displaced. If they are pulling back
now it is only because they realize they have
created a Frankenstein who threatens to turn
on them, within their own borders and against
their interests around the world.

For two centuries the ‘west” and its local allies
have been playing havoc with peoples’ lives
in the Middle East. They have played the
minority card, the sectarian card, the civil war
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card, the invasion and occupation card, the
assassination card, the sabotage card, the
bribery card, the sanctions card, the economic
boycott card and the overthrow card. They
shuffle the pack according to need and so far
they have shown they will stop at nothing to
get what they want. This is the true parallel
with the First World War. The world created
in great power interests in 1918 is now being
ripped apart in great power interests. Iraq has
gone and Syria is being destroyed. The central
lands of the Middle East are spilling over with
refugees. The outflow from Iraq after 2003
was the greatest since 1948 and the outflow
from Syria is as bad if not worse.

The Armenians and Assyrians got nothing
back in return for their support of the allied
war effort. Promises made either were not
kept or could not be kept. Thanks to the
Bolsheviks the Armenians got their
autonomous republic but the Assyrians ended
up as refugees in Iraq or other countries
prepared to take them in. The Arabs were
deceived and betrayed. The only promise
followed through was that made to the
Zionists, and as was the case post-1918, so it
is the case now: the greatest single beneficiary
from the destruction of Iraq and the ongoing
destruction of Syria is the colonial settler state
implanted in the Middle East in furtherance
of western strategies.

The suffering of Armenians in Syria today is
only a fragment of the overall picture. The
central lands of the Middle East are being
ravaged in the most shocking fashion. Stirred
up by the true enemies of God - the clerical
sowers of fitna and the governments that
support them — and unable to stand back and
see the bigger historical picture, as relevant
now as it was more than a century ago, of
countries being destroyed in accordance with
grand strategies developed in distant
‘western’ capitals, the people of the region
again tumble into the traps set for them. Their
governments and institutions disgrace
themselves with their treachery, collaboration
and abject surrender to money and power.
Surely such a low point has rarely been
reached in the history of the Arab and Islamic
Middle East.

February / 2014



AVIM Rapor No: 1 ¢ Subat 2014

ERMENILER VE SURIYE
1915 VE 2013

Jeremy SALT



JEREMY SALT - ARMENIANS AND SYRIA 1915 AND 2013

AVIM

ERMENILER VE SURIYE
1915 VE 2013

Jeremy SALT

Oz: Bu kisa makale Ingiliz gazeteci Robert Fisk trafindan Ermenilerin Birinci Diinya Savasi sirasinda ve
gliniimiizde Suriye’de ¢ektikleri act arasinda kurdugu paralelligi konu almaktadwr. Yazar baska paralellikler
de kurmaktadir: ornegin 1914-1918 arasinda Ermeniler ve diger etnik-dini gruplarin itilaf devletlerinin
ctkarlart dogrultusunda manipiile edilmesi ile giiniimiizde Suriye’ye batili hiikiimetler ve bélgedeki
miittefikleri tarafindan yapilan miidahalelerin insani sonuglart arasinda. Gergekten de Orta Dogu nun ve
Kuzey Afrika’nin tamami 19ncu yiizyiin basindan bu yana batili giicler i¢in bir miidahale alant olmustur.
Yazar “Ermeni sorununun” gézler oniine serilmesinden zafer kazanmuis savas donemi biiyiik devletlerinin
himayesinde yiiriitiilmiis ve hem Anadolu Tiirkleri hem de Yunanlilar icin felaketle sonu¢lanmis olan
Anadolu’nun 1919°da Yunan isgaline ugramasina kadar bir¢ok anahtar tarihsel olaya goz atiyor. Makale
diinya tarihinin en yikict savasinin gergeklestigi donemin sartlarinda tiim dinsel-etnik gruplari arasinda
siddeti uygulayanlar ile bu siddetin magdurlar: arasinda ¢izilen ayrimi sorgulamaktadir. Yazar bu gergegin
kabul edilmesinin bugiin hala derin bir sekilde kutuplagmis bulunan tarihsel anlatilara tutunan gruplar
arasinda hakiki bir uzlaginin saglanabilmesi a¢isindan en temel dayanak oldugunu ifade etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Fisk, Ermeniler, Osmanli hiikiimeti, tehcir, Justin McCarthy, Avustralya, Rusya, Osmanli
vilayetleri, ayaklanma, Van, Ugiincii Ordu, Andonian belgeleri, lobiciler, Fransa, Kiirdistan, savas donemi
mezalimleri ve yargilamalari, Asuriler, Balkan Miisliimanlari, 1919 Yunan Isgali, Suriye Hristiyanlart ve
Miisliimanlari, 1915 ve 2013 arasinda paralellikler.

hiikiimetine kars1 yonelttigi su¢clamalar, Osmanl
hiikiimetinin yerel gorevlilere Ermenileri yok
etme emri verildigini “gdsteren”, ancak aslinda
sahte olan ve kot {ine

akin zamanda yayinlanan bir makalede!
Robert Fisk 1915’te  Ermenilerin

katledilmesi ile 2013’te Suriye’de

cektikleri acilar arasinda bir paralellik kurmustur.
Gelisen olaylara verilen bu yanitin dayanagi
Ermenilerin Birinci Diinya Savasi’nda baslarina
gelenler, su an Suriye’de olanlar ve tarihte bu iki
olay arasindaki diger paralelliklerdir.

Uzun bir siire boyunca Fisk’in Osmanh

sahip Andonian
“belgelerine” dayanmaktaydi. Yazarin kendine ait
iddialarinin birgogu da Birinci Diinya Savasi
propagandasi veya kendi hayali varsayimlarina
dayaniyordu. 1915 katliamlarindan hayatta kalan
yaslt Ermenilerin ona anlattig1 hikayeler ancak
Ermeniler tarafindan yapilan katliamlardan

1 Robert Fisk, “Nearly a century after the Armenian genocide, these people are still being slaughtered in Syria”, (Ermeni soykirimindan yaklagik yiizyil sonra bu insanlar

hala Suriye’de katlediliyor). The Independent, December 1, 2013.
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hayatta kalan yasli Miisliimanlarca anlatilanlarla
Olciilebilirdi, tabi Fisk bunlardan haberdar olsa,

ya da bu insanlarla 6lmeden 6nce konugsmak i¢in
Dogu Anadolu’ya gitme zahmetine girseydi.

2015’1in yaklasmasiyla beraber kiiltiirel anaakim
Tirk hiikiimetini 1915’te olan olaylarin bir
soykirim oldugunu, yani Ermenilerin sirf Ermeni
olduklari i¢in yok edildiklerini “itiraf etmesine”
yonelik propaganda dalgasina maruz birakacak.
Bu konuda herhangi bir tartigma
bulunmamaktadir; ama bu yoklugun sebebi, bu
konuda kars1 anlatilarin bulunmamasi degil bu
karsi anlatilarin dikkate alinmamasidir.

Goriiniise bakilacak olursa son donem Osmanli
tarihi hakkinda Ermeni propagandacilarinin
onlerine  koyulanlar disinda higbir sey
bilmemelerine ragmen veya derin bir sekilde
onyargili, siklikla diiriist olmayan veya bilgiden
yoksun kaynaklar1 okuyanlar i¢in hakikat ¢ok agik
bir sekilde ortadadir. 2010 yilinda Amerikan
Temsilciler Meclisi Dis iliskiler Komitesi’nin bu
konuda gecirdigi karar bu tarzda carpik bir
zihniyetin tirlinlidiir. Komite kararinda yer alan iki
milyon Ermeni’nin “sinir dig1” (deport) edildigi
iddias1 sagmaliktan ibarettir. Ermeniler sinir dis1
edilmemis, Osmanli Imparatorlugu smirlari
icerisinde yerleri degistirilmigtir. Sinir dis1
edildigi 1iddia edilen Ermeni sayis1 ise
imparatorlugun toplam Ermeni niifusundan yarim
milyon daha fazladir. Bu iki ¢arpitmanin yaninda
bu kararin yalanlarini ortaya ¢ikaran bir¢ok farkl
hakikat vardir.

Bu mesele s6z konusu oldugunda tarih teolojiye
donlismiistiir. Tanri’nin olmadigini sdylemek
onun varhgm “inkdr” etmektir. Yildiz
Mahkeme’sinin? 6ziinde bu zihniyet vardi, ve
Ermeni lobicileri ve propagandacilar1 diinya
capinda bu taktigi kullanmaktadirlar. “Soykirim
aragtirmacilar1” ayni ahlaksiz taktigi kendi tarih
anlatilarina  katilmayanlar1  karalamak ve
otekilestirmek i¢in “inkarci1” terimini kullanarak
uygulamaktadirlar.  Bu  ahlaksiz  taktigi
kullanmalarimin sebebi Ermeni sorununun dogru
bir sekilde g¢ergevesine oturtulmasi karsisinda
kendi carpik tarih anlatilarinin goézler Oniine
serilmesidir. Iste bu sebepten dolayr Ermeni
sorunu hakkindaki tartismalar daha baslamadan

bitirilmelidir. Bu baglamda Amerikal1 aragtirmaci
Justin McCarthy’nin Avusturalya’y1 ziyareti
sirasinda  gordiigic.  koti muamele, gergek
oldugunu diistindiigii seyleri dillendirmeyi ciiret
eden ve bu ugurda miicadele edenlere yine dnemli
bir ders olmustur. Profesér McCarthy taninmis bir
arastirmacidir ve son donem Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’nun demografik yapis1 konusunun
ileri gelen uzmanlarindandir. Bu konuda pek ¢ok
yayimlanmis kitabir ve makalesi bulunmaktadir.
Ancak tiim bunlarin Avusturalya’da hi¢bir 6nemi
olmamistir. Avusturalya medyast McCarthy’i bir
“holokost inkarcis1” olarak tanitan Ermeni, Yunan
ve Musevi lobilerine uymustur. Bu muamelenin
onclileri arasinda ise Avusturalya Yaymn
Komisyonu yer almistir; bu kurulusun muhabiri
Michael Brissenden Profesér McCarthy’i
“diinyanin en azili soykirim inkarcilarindan biri”
olarak tanitmistir. Lobicilerin ¢abalar1 istenilen
sonucu vermistir. Profesor McCarthy Melbourne
Universitesi'nde ve Giiney Galler Sanat
Galerisi’nde halka ac¢ik konusmalar yapacakti,
ancak iki mekan da “inkarc1” gorislerini
ogrendikten sonra ona konusmasi i¢in olanak
saglamay1 reddetti. Amerika’dan Avusturalya’ya
bu konusmalar1 yapmak iizere gelen Profesor
McCarthy’nin  yapabildigi tek konusma
Avusturalya lIs¢i Partisi senatdrii Laurie
Ferguson’un Canberra Parlamento binasinin bir
komite odasinda ayarladigi kiigiik 6zel bir
etkinlikte gergeklesti. Profesor McCarthy’nin
maruz kaldig1 bu kotii muamele azimli lobiler ile
karsilasan basinin korkakliginin ve cehaletinin
ornek bir gostergesiydi. Boylece basin ve lobiciler
bir araya gelerek diirlist tartigmalarin Oniinii
kesmis ve Avustralyalilarin ilgilenebilecegi
konular1 duymalarini engellemislerdir.

Boyle bir manzara karsisinda bir kafirin bazi kilit
meseleler iizerine goriisleri soyledir:

1. Rakamlar. Ermeni ve Ermeni yanlisi
kaynaklarin  6len Ermenilerle 1ilgili
verdikleri rakamlar kimi okudugunuza
bagli olarak degismistir ve degismeye
devam etmektedir. Savagin sonunda
miittefiklerin tahminleri 600.000-800.000
Oli sayismna isaret etmektedir. Ermeni
kaynaklarinin  genel olarak verdigi
rakamlar artik bir milyon ile bir buguk

2 Ingiltere’de 15. ve 16. yiizyillarda faaliyet gostermis; siyasi ¢ikarlar dogrultusunda kati, keyfi hiikiim veren ve gizli kapakli yargilama yapan mahkeme.
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milyon arasinda degismektedir. Tiirk
“tarafinda” ise tahminler 300.000 ile
600.000 arasindadir. Yaklasik olarak 1,6
milyon Osmanli Ermenisi vardi ve yiiz
binlercesi savasta hayatta kaldigina gore
Fisk ve digerlerinin verdigi rakamlar dogru
degildir ve olamaz. Ermeniler ¢ok biiyiik
acilar ¢ekmistir, ancak tarihsel ger¢ek adina
1,5 milyon Ermeni’nin 1915°te ve hatta
savasin tiim gidisat1 sirasinda “katledildigi”
sOylemi reddedilmelidir. Osmanli Ermeni
niifusundaki dliimlerin sebepleri ¢atigsma,
kotii savas kosullari, yetersiz beslenme ve
hastalikti. Bu sebeplerden 6len Ermeni
sayis1 gergekten katledilen Ermenilerin
sayisinin ¢ok iistiindeydi. Standart tarih
anlatisinda hi¢bir zaman bahsedilmeyen ise
ayni sebeplerden dolayr muhtemelen iki ila
iki bucuk milyon sivil Miisliimanin
Olmesiydi.  Onlar  haklarinda  hig
bahsedilmeyen hayaletlerdir; ¢linkii haber
muhabirleri, konsoloslar ve misyonerler
sadece Hristiyanlarin ¢ektigi aci1 ile
ilgileniyorlardi. Olen Miisliimanlar sanki
hi¢ var olmamiscasina tarihten yok olup
gittiler.

. Askeri gereklilik. “Soykirim network™i

icindeki Ermeni propagandacilar ve
“aragtirmacilar”t  tarafindan  tiimiyle
gozardr edilen askeri gereklilik Tirk
“tarafi”’nin tarih anlatisinin en Onemli
kismin1 olusturan o6gedir. Buradaki iki
onemli soru: a) Bir hiikiimet savas
doneminde isyankdr bir grup insani
yerlerinden etme hakkina sahip midir? ve b)
Savas hatlar1 arkasinda Ermeni silahli isyan
gruplarinin yaptigr sabotaj Ermenilerin
“tehcirini” hakli kilacak kadar savas
faaliyetlerini tehdit ediyor muydu?

Burada en Onemli meseleler arasinda
Ermenileri bir savas araci olarak kullanan
Rusya’nin  rolii  bulunmaktadir. Rus
ordusunda savasan Ermeniler disinda, Rus
Car1  nifusunun yiizde sekseninden
fazlasinin Miisliiman oldugu (¢cogunlukla
Kiirt ya da Tiirk) Dogu Anadolu Osmanl
vilayetlerini “kurtarmak” ile
gorevlendirilmis 6zel Ermeni birlikleri
kurdu. Ermeniler fethedilmis Osmanli
topraklarinin  bulundugu bir bolgede
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ozerklik vaatleriyle ikna edilmislerdi. Bu
Rus Ermenilerinin vurus gilicii Osmanl
Imparatorlugu igindeki on binlerce Osmanli
Ermesi ile arttirilmisti. Bu Ermeni gruplar
erzak ve iletisim hatlarin1 koparmis, askeri
konvoylara saldirmis ve sivil Miisliimanlar1
katletmislerdir. Sergiledikleri vahset 1916-
18 arast  kuzeydogu Anadolu’nun
Rus-Ermeni isgali sirasinda en vahim
boyutlarina ulasmistir. Kdyler, kasabalar ve
sehirler resmen Olii mahzenleri haline
gelmis ve Ruslar dahi c¢iraklart olan
Ermenilerin  sergiledikleri vahset ve
gaddarlik karsinda sok olmuslardir.

Ermeni isyanlari-ayaklanmalari, askeri
konvoylara ve Miisliiman koylerine yapilan
saldirilar, telgraf hatlarinin kesilmesi ve
hiikiimet binalarinin sabotaj1 gibi faaliyetler
dogu sehri olan Van’daki ayaklanma ile
doruga cikti. Ayaklanmaya binlerce Ermeni
karigti. Iyi bir sekilde silahlanmis ve
hazirlanmiglardi; hatta siperler kazmislar,
kendileri i¢in {iniforma dikmislerdi.
Askerlerin  bulunmadigi bu durumda
hiikiimet mevkilerinin savunulmasi isi
jandarmalara ve goniilliilere kalmisgti.

Isyan Nisan ortasinda muhtemelen Ingiltere
ve Rusya ile koordine edilmis olarak
baslatilmistir; ki boylece tam Ingilizlerin
Gelibolu’ya ¢ikarma yapmaya hazirlan-
malarina ve Ruslarin kuzeybati Iran’daki
Dilman’a biiyiik bir taarruz yapmalarina
yakin bir zamana denk getririlmistir. [syanin
zamanlamas1 Ingilizlerin Basra’daki tu-
tunma noktalarindan kuzey istikametinde
yaptiklar1 ~ manevralarinin =~ ¢ikardigi
Mesopotamya’daki catigmalarla da baglan-
tili olabilir. Van’1 ele geciren Ermeniler
sehri Ruslara devretmislerdir.

Van ayaklanmasinin baglatilmasindan bir
hafta sonra 24 Nisan’da Osmanli hiikiimeti
Istanbul’daki Ermeni komitelerini kapatt1,
tutukladig yiizlerce insan1 imparatorlugun
i¢ kisimlarina dogru Ankara g¢evresinde,
cogunlukla Cankir1 ve Ayas’a aktardi.
Ermeniler Van’da gerceklestirdikleri isyanin
bir hafta sonrasinda o kritik an olan 24
Nisan’1  “soykirirm”  tarihi  olarak
belirlemislerdir. Ordudan Ermeni firarlari,
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savas hatlarin arkasinda Ermeni ¢etelerinin
yaptiklar1 ve Ermeni ihtilalci komitelerinin
diisman ile isbirligi yapmalar1 goz oniinde
bulunduruldugunda 24 Nisan’da alinan

kararin tek sasirtici yani bu kararin nasil
daha 6nceden alinmamis oldugudur.

Maysis ayinin sonlarina dogru Osmanli ordu
yoOnetimi, savas alaninda bulunan Ermeni
nifusun Suriye’nin giiney bolgelerine
“tehcir’ini  tavsiye etti. Van isyaniyla
giivenlik sorununun had sathaya ulagmis
oldugu  kesindir. 1915  baslarinda
Sartkamis'taki  tahrip  edici  yenilgi
dolayisiyla, Osmanli Ugiincii Ordu'nun
kuzeydogu Anadolu'yu Rus istilasi ve
saldirisina karst savunabilecek durumu
kalmamisti. 1914 sonlarinda iyi baslayan
Sarikamis seferi daglardaki kar firtinasi
cikmastyla bir felakete donilismiis, on
binlerce Osmanl1 askeri ¢etin kis sartlarina
hazirliksiz yakalanmis ve bir gecede
donarak hayatin1 kaybetmistir. Ugiincii
Ordu’nun biiyiik bir kism1 hayatini kaybetti
ve 1i¢ yil boyunca saldir1 stratejisi
belirleyemedi. Tiim bolgedeki sivil halk
resmen tek basina kaldi. Askeri yonetim
bazi Ermenileri ¢oktan tagimisti, fakat daha
sonra yoOnetim ayaklanmalara ve hat
arkasindaki savas sabotajlarina karsi direng
gosterememistir. Askeri yonetim sonug
olarak Ermeni niifusun ¢ogunlugunun
"tehcir" edilmesini 6nerdi.

Bu gercekler askeri gereksinimlerin 6ziinii
olusturmaktadir. Vahakn Dadrian ve onun
Tirk c¢iragt Taner Akg¢am'in, Osmanli
hiikiimetinin Van ayaklanmas1 ile daha
once karsi karsiya kaldigin1 ve Ermenileri
yok etmeye karar verdiklerini gostermeye
dair girisimlerinin hi¢ bir temeli yoktur. Bu
iki isim de savlarin1 "Andonian belgeleri"
ve sozde "on emir" adl1 sahte dokiimanlarla
desteklemektedirler. Bir Osmanli gorevlisi
tarafindan Ingiliz yetkililerine savastan
sonra teslim edilen bu ikinci kagit parcasi,
iktidardaki Ittihat ve Terakki Partisi
yetkililerini Istanbul'da bir masa etrafinda
otururlarken ve tiim Ermeni erkeklerini yok
etme, kadm ve cocuklari ise Islam dinine
dondiirme karar1 alirlarken gostermektedir.
Ingilizler, 6nde gelen Osmanli hiikiimeti
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yetkilerine karsi kullanilacak tiim deliller
icin herkesi inceden inceye arastirmiglardir.
Osmanl1 arsivlerini didik didik aramaslar,
kendi arsivlerini taramiglar ve
Amerikalilara ellerinde bir tane bile
suclayict  belge  olup  olmadigim
sormuslardir. Bu “on emir” olarak
nitelendirilen sahte belgelerin diinyaya
gercek olduklarini kanitlamanin bir yolu
olsaydi Ingilizler bu firsat1 kagirmazlardi,
ancak belgeler o kadar bariz bir sekilde
sahteydi ki Ingilizler bu belgeleri hemen bir
kenara atmak zorunda kaldilar. Fakat Yale
Universitesi Soykirim Caligsmalari
Programi Baskani, Ben Kiernan, Kan ve
Toprak: Sparta'dan Darfur'a Bir Soykirimin
Tarihgesi adli kitabinda, bu diizmece
"belge"yi savas donemi  Osmanh
hiikiimetine yonelik soykirim su¢lamasina
temel olarak kullanmistir. Bu sahtecilikler
istisnai de degildir, ¢linkii Ermenilerin

"Turkler" aleyhindeki davasi, sayisiz
uydurma yazili ve gorsel Ornekle
desteklenmektedir.

. Birlestirme. Olii say1sinin artirilmasinin son

zamanlarina dogru, Ermeni lobici ve
propagandacilar  "soykirim"in = zaman
araligint 1922 hatta 1923'e, yani Birinci
Diinya Savasi, 1919'da bati Anadolu'daki
Yunan istilasi, ve Kafkaslar ve Tiirkiye'nin
giineydogusunda devam eden
miicadelelerin vuku buldugu donemi de
igine alacak sekilde uzatmislardir. Aslinda,
tarthin bu donemlerinin her biri ayr1 ayri
incelenmelidir. Kafkaslarda toprak ve
kaynak (Hazar Denizi petrolii) iizerine
yasanan savas, Ingilizler ve Batili
miittefiklerini, Beyaz Ruslari, Bolsevikleri,
Azerileri, Giirciileri, Ermenileri ve diger
baska etnik-dini gruplar1 Kafkas mozaigine
dahil etmistir. Insanlar birbirinin canina
kiymis ve hastalik, kotii beslenme ¢esitli
sebeplerle hayatlarin1 kaybetmislerdir.

Ayni zamanda Fransa, yaninda bir Ermeni
lejyonu ile birlesmis ve Fransiz korumasi
altinda otonom veya yari-bagimsiz bir
Ermeni "devleti" kurmaya niyetli olarak
bugiinkii Tiirkiye'nin giineydogusunu isgal
etmistir. Ingiltere ile imzalanan bdlgeden
cekilmeye iligkin anlagma ile - "etki alan1"
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- Van Goli'niin kuzeyinde uygulamaya
konulmugstur. Fransa i¢in Tirkiye'nin
giineydogusu la Syrie integrale - biiyiik
Suriye - ki bolgenin ¢ekim merkezleri
Cukurova'nin pamuk tarlalar1 ve dogu
Akdeniz'in kosesinde saklanip kalmus,
Cezayir ile olusturulabilecek bir trans-
Akdeniz deniz anlasmasi1 gelistirilebilecek
olan iskenderun limamidir. Fransiz isgali
yeni bir Miisliman katliami1 dalgasini
tetiklemistir ve Miisliman mallarinin
imhasi, Fransiz ve Ermeni lejyonlar1 Tiirk
milliyetcileri tarafindan geri pliskiirtiilene
kadar devam etmistir.

. Kay1ip Miisliimanlar. Birinci Diinya Savasi

sirasinda kimsenin elinde Osmanli'da ne
kadar Miisliiman sivilin 6ldirildiigiine
dair kesin bir bilgi yoktur, fakat miicadele
sirasinda  ve  sonrasinda  hayatim
kaybedenlerden bahsetmek Onemlidir.
Miisliiman niifusun yiizde 80'den fazlasi
okuma yazma bilmemekteydi ve sonug
olarak katlandiklar1 sikintilar1 kaleme alip
anlatmaktan yoksundurlar. Yuvarlanmis
rakamlarla iki ila iki buguk milyon
Miisliiman sivilin 6ldiigiinden bahsetmek,
rakamlar iizerinden tartisma baslamaktan
bagka bir sey degildir. Birgok Miisliiman
sivil - Osmanlt belgelerinden edinilen
rakamlara gore yarim milyon - savasin
seyri  boyunca katledilmistir. 19ncu
ylizyilda “Ermeni sorununu”
devraldiklarinda, Ermenilerin kiigiik birer
azinlik olusturdugu ve “Ermenistan”
olarak adlandirdiklar1 Osmanli vilayetleri
topraklari iizerinde Ingilizlerce baslatilan
Ermeni-Kiirt miicadelesinin  devami
oldugunu gosterir sekilde katledilenlerin
¢ogu Kiirt ve katledenlerin ¢ogu da
Ermeni’ydi. Kiirtler ve hatta sultan ve
Osmanl1 hiikiimeti tarafindan kullanilan
sozcik "Kiirdistan"dir. Kendi yurtlar
igerisinde Ingilizlerin Ermenilere dzerklik
verme c¢abalarindan dolay1 tehdit altina
giren Kiirtler kendilerini savunmak icin
hazirliga girismislerdir.

Birinci Diinya Savasi sirasinda Ermeniler
tarafindan islenmis suc¢larin ¢ogu Osmanl
ordu komutanlar1 ve vilayet yetkilileri
tarafindan dogu Anadolu'ya donecekleri
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siralarda yani  1918'de  belgelerle
arsivlenmistir. Bu agiklamalar, 1915-16
yillarinda, James Bryce ve Arnold Toynbee
tarafindan "Tirklere" kars1 yiriitiilen kan
dondurucu iddialar gibi propaganda
amaciyla da yazilmamistir. Bu bilgiler
sadece hiikiimetin bilgilendirilmesi i¢in
kayda ge¢mistir. Bu diger hakikat fail ile
magdur arasindaki ayrimi1 bulaniklastirir ve
Ermeni milliyetciliginin kalbinde yatan
Maniseist anlatiy1 da tehdit eder. Eger
Ermeni gengleri atalarinin kurban olduklari
kadar katleden de olduklar1 sonucuna
varirlarsa, milli anlatilar1 patlak verecektir.
Bu sebeple karsi anlati  ortadan
kapatilmalidir.

Daha dengeli bir tarihsel degerlendirme,
ancak tiim atalarinin isledikleri suglarin ve
Miisliiman da Hristiyan da olsa masum
sivillerin  acilarinin  karsilikli  olarak
taninmasi temelinde Tiirkler ve Kiirtlerle
gercek bir uzlasmaya imkan verecektir. Bu
noktaya bir giin ulasilabilir ama hali hazirda
psikolojik, kiiltiirel ve siyasi agidan
Ermeniler i¢in  atalar1  tarafindan
gerceklestirilen mezalimlerin (her ne kadar
az sayida kabul edenler olsa da) kabul
edilmesi imkansiz goriiniiyor. Dogal olarak,
onlarca yildir "Tirkler"in soykirimdan
sorumlu tutulmalarinda 1srar ettikleri gibi,
kendileri de Ermenilerin Miisliimanlara
yaptiklarinin ayni sekilde soykirim olarak
anilmasi gerekliligini diisiinmeye
zorlanmalidirlar.

Ermeni mezalimlerinin raporlart Dogu
Anadolu’dan gelmistir. Bu katliamlar genis
capli ve biiylik 6l¢iide insanlik disidir.
Ekmek firinlarina atilan bebekler; canli
canli derisi yliziilen insanlar veya atlarin
altinda ezilerek oldiiriilenler; ahirlara veya
evlere kilitlenerek canli canli yakilan
insanlar; toplu olarak alinip gotiiriilen ve
Ruslara goriinmeyecek sekilde katledilenler.
Osmanli kuvvetleri cesetler ve ceset
parcalar1  ile  kaplanmig  sehirlere
girmislerdir. Raporlarda baz1 Rus yetkililer
himayeleri altindaki Ermenilerin
davraniglar1 karsisinda igrendiklerini ifade
etmisler ve Ermenileri Miisliimanlar1 yok
etmek istedikleri i¢in su¢lamiglardir. Bu
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katliamlar Ermeni vahsetini had safhaya
cikarsa  da, Kirtlerin ve  diger
Miisliimanlarin daha evvel katledilmesi,
intikam fikrini 1915°te glineyde Suriye’ye
gonderilen Ermenilere yonelik toplu

saldirilar i¢in bir motivasyon haline
getirmistir.

. Durusmalar. Taner Akg¢am yazilarinda
durusmalarin Ingiliz yetkililerinin isgali
altinda Istanbul'da goriildiigiine oldukca
fazla dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bunlardan bir kag1
Ermenilere  karst  su¢  islemekten
mahkiimiyetle sonug¢lanmistir. Her
haliikarda, ¢ok daha giivenilir mahkemeler
Osmanli hiikiimeti tarafindan 1915'te
Ermeni kafilelerine yapilan saldirilardan
hemen sonra kurulmustur. Sorusturma
komisyonlar1 1915 yilinin sonlarina dogru
kurulmus ve 1600 kadar kisi askeri
mahkemede yargilanmistir. Suglu
bulunanlardan bazilar1 idam edilmis ve
aralarinda ihmal ve su¢ ortakligindan
hiikiim giymis Osmanli yetkililerinin de
bulundugu bazilar1  hapis cezasina
captirllmistir.  Kafilelere  saldirildig:
haberleri gelirken, Istanbul'daki hiikiimet,
vilayet yonetimlerine Ermeniler i¢in daha
fazla korunmalarin1 talep eden sifreli
mesajlar gondermistir. Bunun gibi pek ¢ok
belge arsivlerde mevcuttur ve acikca
belirtilmistir ki Ermeni "tehcir"i 6ldliirme
niyeti barindirmamaktadir.

"Tehcir" diizenlemesinde sorumluluk alan
pek ¢ok vilayet yetkilisinin yetersiz oldugu,
aktif bir sekilde Ermenilere koti
davrananlarla su¢ ortagt oldugu ve
digerlerinin de kasitli olarak ihmalkar
davrandig1 aciktir. Ayni1 zamanda, ordunun
hareket kabiliyetini kisitlayan ciddi
problemleri  varken,  biitiin  hayati
ithtiyaclarin karsilanmasi ve boyle biiyiik bir
toplu yer degistirmenin organize edilmesi
son derece zordur. Yiyecek, saglik
imkanlari, ulasim ve kafileyi koruyabilecek
silahl1 birlikler yoktur. Sivil halk gercekten
caresiz bir durumdadir ve hatta cepheye
dahi ulagamadan gelemeden hastaliktan
veya kotii beslenmeden pek ¢ok asker de
hayatin1 kaybetmistir. Osmanlt hiikiimeti
nasil sonuglanacagini bilmese dahi, "tehcir"
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kararinin felaket sonuglarindan sorumlu
tutulmak zorundadir. Yine de, ordu
yonetiminin 6ngordiigli sekilde hareket
eden hiikiimetin nasil bu kadar koti
sonuclanacagi konusunda bir fikri var
miydi? Ordu yoOnetimi bu durumun
meydana gelmesi gerektigi sonucuna varsa
bile, herhangi bir konumdaki herhangi bir
yetkili kalkip da "bu olamaz" demedi mi?
Hemen hemen bir asir sonra, muhtemelen
bu  sorulara yine net cevaplar
verilemeyecektir.

. Yunanlilar ve Siiryaniler. Her iki toplum da

Tiirkler tarafindan soykirima ugradigini
iddia ettigi i¢in, burada genel literatiirde yer
almayan bazi kavramlardan bahsedecegiz.
1897°de Yunan  ordusu  Osmanl
Imparatorlugu’na saldirdi ve onlara yenildi.
Yunanistan, 1912’de sansini Sirbistan,
Bulgaristan ve Karadag yaninda tekrar
denedi.  Osmanlilar, sayica  istiin
olmadiklarindan tiim cephelerde kisa bir
siirede yenildiler. Imparatorluk, Avrupa
kitasindaki topraklarinin neredeyse tiimiinii
kaybetti. Balkan miittefikleri 1913’de
dagilmamis ve adeta Miisliiman diigmanina
saldirir  gibi  birbirlerine saldirmamis
olsalardi, Osmanlilar bu topraklarin
muhtemelen tiimiinii kaybedebilirdi. Balkan
ordularinin isgaline ugrayan topraklarda
yasayan Miisliman halk, 1870’lerden beri
ikinci defa —bugiiniin tabiriyle- etnik
temizlige  ugramis  oldu. Balkan
devletlerinin niyeti giineydogu Avrupa’daki
Osmanli varligimi sona erdirmek ve
miimkiin oldugu kadar ¢ok Miisliiman
Oldiirmek ve onlar1 disar1 siirmekti. 1904-
1907 arasinda, Almanlar, suan Namibiya
olarak bilinen bolgede, Herero halkindan
neredeyse 100,000 kisinin katledilerek veya
bagka tiirlii 6liimlerine yol agti. Eger bu 20.
Yizyilin  ilk  soykirimiysa, Balkan
Miisliimanlarinin ugradigi katliamlar ve
tahliyeler -Kiernan ve soykirim konusunda
calisan diger ‘bilimadamlarinca’ tamamen
gdz ardi edilse dahi- 20. yiizyilin ikinci
soykirimi olarak degerlendirilmelidir. Justin
McCarthy’nin tahminlerine gore, Balkan
Savaglar, 632,000 Miisliimanin, ya da
Osmanli Imparatorlugunca fethedilmis
Avrupa topraklarinda yasayan
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Miisliimanlarin ytizde 27’sinin, 6liimiyle
sonu¢lanmistir. Katliamlardan ve kdylerinin
askerler ve hunhar geteler tarafindan yagma
edilmesinden kurtulanlar Ege’ye veya
Istanbul’a kactilar. Geri cekilen askerlerle
birlikte, onlar da, kitleler halinde
hastaliktan, yetersiz beslenmeden ve
tehlikeli hava  sartlarindan  oldiler.
[stanbul’a ulasmay1 becerebilenlere kalacak
yer verilmis, camilerde ve hiikiimet
binalarindan dénme binalarda tibbi tedavi
olanagi saglanmisti. Sehre ¢ikan yollarin
etrafindaki alanlar, Oliilerin ve Olmekte
olanlarin cesetleriyle dolmustu. Bugiin bile,
1877-78’de  ve  yine  1912-13’de
Miisliimanlarin  koklerinin  kurutulmasi,
Balkanlar’in ~ ‘bati”  tarihinde  yer
edinmemektedir.

Yunanlilar, 1919’da Osmanl topraklarini
yeniden istila etmislerdir. Imparatorluk,
Libya’nin 1911°de italyanlar tarafindan
istila edilmesinden beri savastaydi. Libya
savasini, Balkan savaglar1 (1912-1913),
ardindan Birinci Diinya Savagsi (1914-1918)
ve daha sonra Kafkaslar1 ve bugiiniin
Tirkiye’sinin giineydogusu olan bolgeyi
sarsan miicadele takip etmisti. Harap olmusg
bu topraklarda bagka bir savas baslatmak
neredeyse sadistge bir acimasizlikti, ama bu
tam da, Ingiliz Basbakan1 David Lloyd
George’un —Yunanlilara olan sevgisi kadar,
“Tiirklere” karst yogun bir 1rk¢r nefret
duygusu besliyordu- ve onun can dostu,
Yunanli Basbakani Eleftherios Venizelos’un
yaptigiydi. Yunan ordusu, Mayis 1919°da,
miittefik bir filonun korumasi altinda, Ege
kiyilarindan Izmir’e ulasti. Katliamlar
gecikmeden basladi. Oliiler arasinda, fes
giymis olduklari i¢in Miisliman sanilan
Hristiyanlar da varda.

Teoride, Yunanli ordusu, Izmir’i cevreleyen
kisith bir alanda kalacakti; ama kisa bir
sirede hudutlarindan ¢ikti ve Istanbul
yoniinde kuzeye dogru ve Ankara yoniinde
doguya dogru ilerlemeye basladi. Bunu
takip eden siireci Yunanlilarin kdylerde ve
kasabalarda yapmis olduklar1 katliamlar;
kundaklamalar; yagmalamalar ve yikimlar
izledi. Ayn1 zamanlarda bdlgede bulunmus
olan Arnold Toynbee, Yunanlilarin
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miicadelesini Tirkleri yok etmek olarak
tarif ediyordu. Miittefikler arasi tahkikat
komisyonu ve Uluslararast Kizilhag
Orgiitii’niin temsilcisi de ayn1 fikirdeydi.
Nihai olarak, 1922°de Tiirkler tarafindan
tutulan ve yenilen Yunanlilarin Ege
kiyilarina g¢ekilmeleri de ayni vahset ve
yikima isaret ediyordu. Isgalci orduyu
destekleyen Ermeni ve Yunanli siviller de
Miisliimanlara ait mal ve miilklerin
yagmalanmasina ve yikimina katildi. Bu
macera, 1,5 milyon Yunanliy1 Anadolu’dan
ve 1 milyon Tiirk’iin Yunanistan’dan
koparan, 1922°de gerceklesen miibadeleyle
sonuclandi.  Lloyd  George’un  ve
Venizelos’un bu trajediden direkt olarak
sorumlu  tutulmalart  gerekmektedir.
Giiglenen Tiirk milliyetcileri ile karsi
karsiya kalan Ingiliz béliiklerinin yaninda,
Lloyd George, kendi boliikleri yerine
baskalar1 savastig1 siirece bir bagka savasa
daha atilmaya hazirdi, ama Avustralya’ya,
Yeni Zelanda’ya, Kanada’ya ve Giiney
Afrika’ya yaptig1 asker talebine kulak
verilmemisti.

Soykirim ithami yapan iigiincli etnik-dini
grup Stiryanilerdi. Tiirkiye’nin
giineydogusu ve Iran’in kuzeybatisinda
bulunan ve kiiciik bir topluluk olan
Siiryaniler, Ingilizler ve Ruslar tarafindan
verilen sozlerle savasa itilmislerdi; ama
Osmanli ordusuna, Tiirk ordusuna veya
Kiirtlere baskaldiracak halleri yoktu.
Osmanli  topraklarindan, yurtlarindan
ayrilan Siiryaniler, Irak’a dogru, binlerce
kisinin 06ldiigli yola c¢ikmadan Once,
kuzeybati Iran’daki dindaslarina katildilar.
Sag kalanlarin ¢ogu kendini Bagdat’in
kuzeyindeki Bakuba siginmaci kampinda
buldu. Onlar, cesur askerler olarak
biliniyorlardi; ama yine de, disiplinsizlik ve
vahsi davraniglara yatkinlardi. 1924°te,
Ingiliz kuvvetlerine bagl bir grup Siiryani
asker, Kerkiik’tiin merkezinde bulunan bir
pazar yerine makinali tiifeklerle ates acarak
ylizlerce kisiyi oldiirdii. Yine 1933’te, bir
grup silahli ~ Siiryani, Dicle nehri
yakinlarinda bulunan Irakli kuvvetlere
saldirarak biiyiik bir krize yol agtilar. Bu
kriz sonucunda, 34 kisi 6lmiis, 100’e yakin
kisi yaralanmis, Oliilerin viicutlar1 tahrip
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edilmisti ve kars1 saldirida bulunan ordu,
Simel’in Musul bolgesinde yiizlerce masum
insan1 katletmisti. Ingiliz valisi Arnold
Wilson’a gore de, Kiirtler, Siiryanilerin
Bakuba’daki siginmaci kampina saldirinca

yakalanmigs  ve  kafalar1  kesilerek
oldiiriilmiislerdi.

. Yani, kim tiim bunlardan aln1 ak bir sekilde
¢ikabilirdi? Goriiniise bakilirsa hi¢ kimse.
Bir tarafta, suglularin ve diger tarafta,
magdurlarin oldugu sdylenemez. Tiim
taraflarda da suglular ve magdurlar vardi.
‘Yer degistirme’ sirasinda bile, birgok
Miisliiman Ermenilere yardim etmeye
calisiyordu. Thmalkar Osmanli memurlar
yaninda da, yanlarinda ¢alisan Ermenilere
g6z kulak olmak icin, son derece zor
kosullarda, ellerinden gelenin en iyisini
yapmaya calisanlar vardi. Anaakim ‘batr’
tarihinde, hala, savasin Osmanli halki i¢in
ne kadar yikict oldugu konusunda bir
anlayisa yer vermemektedir. Savas
bittiginde, insanlar at gilibresinden arpa
cikartyor ve hayatta kalabilmek igin ot
yiyordu. Savas sirasinda bile, 1915-
1916°da, insanlar, Beyrut sokaklarinda ve
Suriye’nin diger kasaba ve sehirlerinde,
acliktan ve hastaliklardan Oliiyorlardi.
Ailelerini besleyemeyen Liibnanli erkekler,
daglarda utang i¢inde 6lmeyi bekliyorlardi.
Bazi koyler tamamen bos kalmisti. Savasin
zorlu kosullari, cephedeki askerler icin
gidanin ve ilaglarin tiikenmesi, ulagimin
olduk¢a zor olmasi ve askerler ve halk
arasindaki kolera ve tifiis gibi hastaliklarin
neden oldugu biiyiik sayilarda 6liime ek
olarak miittefiklerin Akdeniz kiyisin1 deniz
ablukasina  almasi  durumu iyice
kotiilestirmis, para ekonomisinin sonunu
getirmis  ve  ¢iftcileri  mahsullerini
yetistirmek i¢in gerekli olan malzemelerden
yoksun birakmistir. 1915°de yasanan
cekirge istilasi, devam eden sefalete ve
yoksulluga ek olarak, mahsulleri ve agaglar1
ciplak birakmisti. Arap tarih¢i George
Antonius’un hesaplamalarina gore, sadece
Suriye’deki 6lii say1s1 400,000 civarindaydi.
Dogu Anadolu’daki durum da en az
Suriye’deki kadar kotliydii; bazi vilayetlerin
niifusu yiizde 40 ila 60 arasinda azalmist1.
Yiizbinlerce insan savas bolgesini terk
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etmis; sag kalanlar, sadece Osmanli
topraklarinda degil, ama ayni1 zamanda
Kafkaslarda ve kuzeybati Iran’da
yerlerinden edilmis ve agliktan 6lmeye terk
edilmisti. Bu, kiligtan gecirilen, hayatta
kalabilmek i¢in miicadele veren bir
imparatorlugun ve miittefik giiclerin hile ve
asilsiz  vaatlerinin girdabinda kalmis
azinliklarimin bir imha etme savasiydi.

. Son olarak, 1915 olaylar1 ve 2013’de Suriye

arasindaki diger paralelliklere deginecegiz.
Su anda Suriye’de katledilenler ve tilkeden
atilanlar sadece Ermeni Hristiyanlar1 degil,
tiim Hristiyanlardir. Iki Ortodoks piskopos
hala kayip, eger hayattalarsa Cecenler
tarafindan Halep’te tutulduklari
distiniiliyor; papazlar katledildi, eski
Ma’lula sehrine saldirildi ve sehirdeki
kiliseler kotii amaclara alet edildi; yakin
zamanda Ma’lula sehrine yapilan bir
saldirida, 12 rahibe, silahli adamlar
tarafindan rehin alindi; kisa bir siire 6nce,
Sadad kdyiinde, 40 Hristiyan- erkek, kadin
ve c¢ocuk- katledildi. El Kaide’nin kara
bayraklari, batili devletler ve bdlgesel
miittefiklerinin Suriye’ye yaydigi karanlik
giicler tarafindan kiliseler iizerine ¢ekildi.
El Kaide, 60’dan fazla kiliseyi ve manastir1
yok etti ve on binlerce Hristiyan’
evlerinden etti.

Sadece Vatikan, Hristiyanligin, dogdugu bu
topraklarda maruz kaldig1 bu katliamlar ve
yikima kars1 agikga sesini ¢ikariyor. Islerine
gelince Hristiyan gecinen batili liderlerin,
kendilerini garip bir sekilde ‘Suriye
Halkinin Dostlar Grubu’ olarak adlandiran
isbirlikei devletlerin Suriye’ye
miidahalesinin direkt bir sonucu olarak
hayatlarin1 kaybeden Hristiyanlar veya on
binlerce Miisliiman ve hatta yer degistirmek
zorunda kalan milyonlarca insan hakkinda
diyecek higbir seyi yok. Eger suan geri
cekiliyorlarsa, bunu sebebi, onlari, kendi
sinirlar1  dahilinde ve kendi ¢ikarlari
karsisinda tiim diinyada tehdit edebilecek
bir canavar yarattiklarinin  farkina
varmalaridir.

“Bat1” ve onun bolgesel miittefikleri, iki
ylizyildir, Orta Dogu insaninin hayatini
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mahvetmekte. Azinlik, mezhep, i¢ savas,
istila ve isgal, suikast, sabotaj, riisvet,
yaptirim, ekonomik boykot ve yikma
kartlarim1  kullanmislardir. Bu  kartlar1
ithtiyaca gore degerlendirmisler ve simdiye
kadar, hi¢cbir seyin, onlara istediklerini
almak konusunda engel olamayacagini
gostermislerdir. Bunlar, Birinci Diinya
Savasi’nda olanlara tamamen paraleldir.
1918°de  biiyiikk  giliclerin  ¢ikarlar
dogrultusunda ortaya ¢ikan diinya bugiin
yine biiyik giiclerin ¢ikarlar1 icin
parcalanmaktadir. Irak kaybedilmistir ve
Suriye yikilmaktadir. Orta Dogu’nun
merkezi topraklari siginmacilarla
dolmaktadir. 2003 sonrasi Irak’tan kagan
milteciler 1948’den sonraki en vahim
miilteci sorunuydu; suanda Suriye’den
kagan miilteciler de, daha beter olmasa da,
en az Irak miiltecilerinin yarattig1 sorun
kadar vahimdir.

Ermeniler ve Siryaniler miittefiklerin
savastaki miicadelelerine yardim etmekten
dolay1r higbir kazan¢ elde edemediler.
Yapilan vaatler ya yerine getirilmedi ya da
getirilemedi. Bolseviklerin yardimiyla
Ermeniler kendi 6zerk cumhuriyetlerini
elde ettiler ama Siiryaniler Irak veya onlar1
almaya razt diger iilkelerde miilteci
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konumuna diistiiler. Araplar kandirildilar ve
ihanete ugradilar. Yerine getirilen tek vaat
Siyonistlere yapilandi, ve 1918 sonrasi
oldugu gibi simdi de aym1 durum soz
konusu: Irak’in yok edilmesinden ve
Suriye’nin su anda yok edilisinden en ¢ok
kazanglhi ¢ikan Orta Dogu’ya Bati
stratejilerinin ~ ¢ikari dogrultusunda
yerlestirilen somiirgeci yerlesimci devlet
olmustur. Bugilin Suriye'de ac1 c¢eken
Ermeniler biitlin resmin yalnizca bir
parcasidir.  Orta Dogu'nun  merkezi
topraklar1 hayrete diisiiren bir sekilde tahrip
edilmektedir. Bolgenin insanlar1 onlara
kars1 kurulan tuzaklara bilingsiz bir sekilde
diismektedirler. Tanrinin gergek diigmanlari
olan, toplumun igine fitne sokan dini
liderler ve onlar1 destekleyen hiikiimetleri
yliziinden bolge halki, geri adim atip esas
manzarayr gorememektedir. Bir yiizyil
oncesinde gecerli oldugu gibi, simdi de,
uzak ‘bat1’ bagkentlerinin belirledigi biiytik
stratejiler ¢ergevesinde llkeler yok
edilmektedir. Hiikiimetler1 ve kurumlari
kendi ihanetleri, isbirlik¢ilikleri ve adi bir
sekilde paraya ve giice teslim olmalariyla
kendilerini rezil etmektedirler. Kuskusuz,
bu kadar zdl bir noktaya Arap tarihinde ve
Islami Orta Dogu’da ¢ok az diisiilmiistiir.
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